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2014 Calendar of Events
Date

Cruises & Events

Location

Leader

Crew

Jan. 18

Change of Watch

Cap’s Brentwood

Vinyard

Feb. 21, 22 & 23

Ugly Sweater Cruise

Marina West YC

Macintyre

Curley, Vinyard

Mar. 7, 8 & 9

Dr. Seuss Cruise

Willow Berm Marina

Miller / Sans

Kelly, Vinyard, Murray, Englent, Humphrey

Apr. 25, 26, & 27

Asparagus Festival

Stockton Waterfront

Kelly

Lewis, Riopel

May 2, 3, & 4

Same As It Ever Was Cruise

TBD

Humphrey

Englent, Kelly, Burger, Hand

Mildred

Palomino

Humphrey, Kelly, Halling, Tores
Humphrey, Hand, Tores

May 23, 24, 25, & 26 Memorial Day Cruise
Jun. 20, 21 & 22

No Name Cruise

Railroad Cut

Curley

Jul. 3, 4, 5, & 6

Fourth of July Cruise

Mandeville

Englent / Hand Halling, Heller, Clappier, Kleppe, Burger

Aug. 8, 9 & 10

No Name Cruise

Little Mandeville

Palomino

Humphrey, Heller, Kelly Hand

Aug. 28 - Sept. 1

21st Annual Circle Cruise

Mildred Island

Kelly

Sharps, Curley, Vinyard, Englent
Burger, Palomino, Hand, Humphrey

Sept. 12, 13 & 14

Vallejo

Vallejo City Docks

Halling / Lewis

Miller

Oct. 10, 11, & 12

Commodore’s Mystery Cruise ???

Vinyard

Macintyre, Kelly, Halling, Hand, Lewis

Oct. 24, 25 & 26

Halloween Cruise

Stockton YC

Englent

Miller/Sans, Hand, Humphrey, Kelly

Marina West YC

Tremain / Lewis TBD

Nov. 27, 28, 29 & 30 Thanksgiving Cruise
Dec.

TBD

2013 General Meetings
Jan
Feb

Marina West YC
Marina West YC

1/11
2/22

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2013 Officers & Directors
Commodore ................................ Sue Vinyard
Vice Commodore .................Ken Humphrey
Rear Commodore................... Susan Halling
Immed. Past Commodore .. Jeanie Murray
Secretary ..................................... Elaine Lewis
Treasurer ................................... Shirley Burror
Cruises ............................................... Tina Hand
Membership.................................Suze Burger
This Months Photo Credits
Ken & Kathy Humphrey, Roy & Sue Vinyard

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Dan Hand, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
(510) 507-5557
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2014 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.
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Public Relations .................. Dana Macintyre
Ed & Tech......................................Rob Englent
Programs ........................................ Jude Miller
Meetings .......................................Betty Calvin
Editor .................................................. Dan Hand
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate .......................... Roy Vinyard
Storekeeper .................................. Shelia Kelly
Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF Bay
and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking place
throughout the delta. Membership information may be obtained by contacting our Membership Director Suze Burger
at membership@srbcnc.org or download an application from
www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our
Public Relations Director Dana Macintyre at pr@srbcnc.org.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore SUE VINYARD
please remember the
bottom line is enjoyment
of our Sea Ray boats
which translates to FUN!

Happy New Cruising Year
SRBCNC! Can you believe
it’s February and our ﬁrst
cruise is only a few weeks
away? Hope you’ve been
working on ﬁnding an ugly
sweater!
The combined board
meeting was held in early
January and we took
some time to brainstorm
ideas for making this year
memorable. Everyone
on the board proposed
thoughts and suggestions
and we are ready to roll
up our sleeves and get
started. We’ll be sharing
a potential plan at the
February General Meeting.
Before you get nervous
and think, “OH NO!”,

I’m excited to be a
member of this club. I
promised at Change of
Watch to do my best to
continue the traditions
that have made our
amazing club what it is
today. I appreciate all the
support being offered
and believe that the more
folks we have involved, the
more fun will be had by all.
I believe in the power of
positive communication.
Please do not hesitate
to ask questions, share
comments, or give
compliments! :-) We
are a TEAM - Together
Everyone Accomplishes
Much!
Speaking of those Sea
Ray Boats - This year
my mystery photos will
feature members of the
ﬂeet. January’s beautiful
boat recently received
new carpet and canvas

to freshen the cockpit as
well as new isen glass to
clear the view ahead. It is
berthed in the South Delta
and arrives at cruises at
just the right time. It has
several creative additions
that have been fashioned
by its inventive owner. It
joined the club in 2009
and hopes to someday
go to the Bay. Does this
vessel sound familiar? If
so, send your guess to
vinyardrstt@sbcglobal.
net before the next cruise.
All participants will be
recognized.
Until then...
Sue :-)

Do you know this SRBCNC boat?
Quiet Hailer Editor Dan Hand

Hello team SRBCNC! First,
congratulations to our new
Commodore Sue Vinyard
and the 2014 SRBCNC
Board. I’m looking forward
to another great and
successful year of cruising
and fun!
January 2014

This is just a quick note
to let you know this will
be my last year as Hailer
Editor. It’s been fun but I’m
ready for a break.
As this position takes a
bit more than the usual

Board transition period it
was suggested I get the
word out early. So, if you’re
interested in the fun and
excitment that is Hailer
Editor, please contact me
or Commodore Sue.
Dan
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore KEN HUMPHREY
members along with long
time members was really
nice to see. Hopefully
our newest members can
attend many cruises with
the club this year.

The new year has started,
Change of Watch has been
completed and now it’s
time to start cruising! This
promises to be a great
year and I am excited
to be part of the board
again this year. I am sure
our Commodore will be
working hard to keep the
club on our toes this year.
It was great to see the
turnout for the Change
of Watch. Seeing new

Ed & Tech article
(continued from page 17)

(another Brunswick brand)
uses the Zeus system in
their 54’ bridge boat, it
seems more like a choice
Sea Ray made for their
larger boats. However,
in certain applications a
builder could use two IPS
systems where it would
require three Zeus pods.
However, the plot thickens.
Interestingly enough, the
Zeus is manufactured by
ZF Friedrichshafen AG. ZF
manufactures a wide range
of marine transmissions
AND pods. The Zeus
January 2014

The new year always
makes me wonder if
everything is in order for
the boating season. Oil
change, impellers, check
batteries, wash off old
wax, compound, polish,
wax, repeat! I know I’m
not the only one looking
forward to the fun of
readying the boat for the
year. Let’s get them ready
and start cruising!

that sometimes the notice
may show up late or you
move and never receive
it. I found an easy trick to
ensure that I remember to
send it in whether or not
he notice arrives. Set a
calendar invite for a month
before the renewal date
then go onto the USCG
website and download
the form to complete
and email to the address
shown on the renewal
form.
Here is where to go for a
copy of the form: http://
www.uscg.mil/nvdc/forms/
cg1280.pdf

Another thing that comes
up every year for many of
us is renewing our USCG
documentation. I know

Until the lines are untied
again,

is only one of the pod
systems manufactured by
ZF. ZF also makes pods
that will handle up to
1200hp, which eliminates
the IPS hp advantage. The
ZF 4000 which handles
up to 1200hp is installed
in the 76’ Monte Carlo
with MAN diesels. This
will only set you back a
cool $4m, so why not get
two. Just kidding, I would
never recommend buying
anything except a Sea Ray.
So Keep Calm and Sea
Ray on!

Rear Comm article

Ken

(continued from page 9)

that came before me, I
hope that I can serve you
as well. As Ivern Ball,
author & motivator, once
said “The past should
be a springboard, not a
hammock.” Hmmmmm,
even though a hammock
sounds pretty good right
now!
Rear Commodore standing
by on 71…
Susan

Rob
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Cruise Leaders: Roger and Shelia Kelly
Crew: Jack and Elaine Lewis, Bob Riopel
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore SUSAN HALLING
SRBCNC membership
could not attend the
general meeting I’ll
summarize some of what
the Special Teams group
had to pass on pertaining
to their respective board
positions:

The turnout for the
2014 Change of Watch
was beyond successful;
but most importantly
Commodore Sue put on
a “wild & crazy” party!
Sticking with Commodore
Sue’s football team theme,
I decided our board is
basically organized into 3
groups; the Commodore,
Vice Commodore & Rear
Commodore & all their
support board members.
Like all football teams
there are 3 groups to make
up that team, Offense,
Defense & Special Teams.
With that being said, I
ﬁgure the RC group is
“Special Teams” on the
2014 board. So, we had
some fun with our ﬁrst
“Special Teams” meeting,
held at a non-descript
location (the bar) at a
speciﬁc time of EXACTLY
when the bar opened.
Needless to say the
attendance of our ﬁrst
meeting was 100%! I thank
all who had to sacriﬁce to
attend this meeting.
Because some of the
January 2014

Jude Miller, Programs
Director, has organized
a demonstration on “line
throwing” at the March
cruise. Trust me when I
say this is an important
topic. Nothing worse than
pulling into a raft up with
20 of your boating friends
standing on the dock
WATCHING, as you throw
your lines to them, note
I said to them, not in the
water!
Betty Calvin, Meetings
Director, announced the
next general meeting will
be at the February cruise,
time and date to be
determined. Note to some
of the new members, if
you can’t make a cruise
by boat, you can always
drive in by car and attend
these meetings or cruises.
This is what we call “land
cruising”.
Suze Burger, Membership
Director, handed out the
2014 rosters & quick look
up telephone number list.
Anyone not at the meeting
should have received them
by mail. Total membership
is 63. Two new families
were presented with their

packages – James and
Susan Riepel , boat name
SaaSy Sooz, and Steve and
DeDe Salzman, boat name
Alexa IV. Welcome!
Rob Englent, Ed & Tech
Director, had “No report”
at the meeting; however,
he is completing a 3 part
series on pod drives in
his monthly article in
the Hailer. Additionally,
Rob came up with the
idea to interview some
of our advertisers. The
board thought this was
a great idea and since I
was PR last year, I know
our advertisers would
appreciate the opportunity.
Any advertiser that is
interested please contact
Rob or myself.
Shelia Kelly, Storekeeper
Director, informed the
membership that she had
some license plate frames
for sale for $10.00 each,
as well as some club pins
and stickers. I encourage
anyone needing club logo
products to contact her.
I have been a member of
the SRBCNC cruising club
since 1990. Yes, I’m one of
the “old-timers”, however
I promise not to dwell on
the past, too much. It is
an honor to serve on the
board as Rear Commodore
for 2014. As I reﬂect on the
many erudite officers
(continued on page 7)
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appreciation for Jeanie’s
year at the helm.

Sue Vinyard
SRBCNC Commodore 2014

The Fifth Quarter
The Sea Ray Boat Club
of Northern California
gathered at Cap’s in
Brentwood for their annual
Change of Watch. Jeanie
Murray recognized
the Super Cruisers for
2013. Roger and Shelia
Kelly have the distinction
of being Super Cruisers
for the past seven years!
Congratulations! Other
Super Cruisers included
Dan and Tina Hand, John
and Susan Halling, Ken
and Kathy Humphrey, and
Roy and Sue Vinyard. After
thanking the outgoing
board, Jeanie passed the
gavel to Sue Vinyard, 2014
commodore, that’s me! I
then had the privilege of
presenting Jeanie with her
past commodore’s jacket
and memory box as gifts
from the club to show our

p10

After a brief intermission,
the new board was
welcomed by Chris
Curleysworth and Al
Michaelstyre (aka Bruce
Curly and Ernie Macintyre)
in true gridiron fashion
complete with crash
banners, pom poms, and
a cheering crowd. Not
your traditional Change of
Watch, but then the Sea
Ray Boat Club isn’t your
traditional boat club!
The 2014 Line Up includes
Shelia Kelly - Storekeeper,
Jude Miller - Programs,
Betty Calvin - Meetings,
Rob Englent - Ed and
Tech, Suze Burger Membership, Tom Jones Webmaster, Roy Vinyard PICYA Delegate, Dan Hand
- Hailer Editor, Tina Hand
- Cruise Director, Elaine
Lewis - Secretary, Shirley
Burror - Treasurer, Jeanie
Murray - Immediate Past
Commodore, Sue Halling
- Rear Commodore, and
Ken Humphrey, Vice
Commodore.
Bruce and Ernie scored
big with their video
introductions, photos of
each “player” and well
researched information
on all the stars. Deﬁnitely
one for the win column
guys! :-) Thanks! After
the introductions, Bruce

and Ernie presented me
with a photo montage
of the board in all their
football splendor. A fun
memento of the evening
that I really do treasure!
The January General
Meeting was called to
order and I proudly
introduced my family
as guests. Suze Burger
introduced new members
James Riepel and Stephen
and DeDe Salzman. Before
we knew it, it was time to
adjourn, but not before my
dad, Frank Rigley, took the
opportunity to present me
with a very large gavel. As
a past commodore of
the Martinez Yacht Club,
he told me he knew that
sometimes meetings
can get out of hand and
thought this new gavel
might help. The giant
gavel was used to adjourn
the meeting.
The annual SRBCNC video
was a great reminder of
all the fun that was had by
club members throughout
the year. Thanks so much
to CurleyMac Productions
for their efforts to take
us back in time and for
allowing us to reminisce.
Bruce Curley turned up
the tunes and the party
continued with dancing.
A giant shout out to
Bruce and Ernie for the
tremendous job they did
January 2014
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to make the night one to
remember! You two are
the best! Thanks also to
everyone who volunteered
to serve on the board
and most of all, to all the
members who came out to
share in the excitement of
celebrating a new year for

January 2014

our fabulous club!
Boats represented:
Popeye, Absolut Therapy,
Sea Raygeous, Calvino,
Deanna’s Dream, Mojo,
DoRite, As You Wish, Toy
yoT, Pick Pocket, Plan
B, Coventina, Lew Sea,

Squigy Lady, Sea Wench,
QM2, Great Escape, Sea
Norita, Rockin’ Around,
Naut Home, Delta Dancer,
La Vita, Majestic Lady,
Joyeux Venture, Cinbad,
SaaSy Sooz, Alexa IV,
Awesome Baby, and In His
Time.

p11

The QUIET HAILER

p12

more online at www.srbcnc.org

January 2014

more online at www.srbcnc.org

January 2014

The QUIET HAILER

p13

The QUIET HAILER

more online at www.srbcnc.org

February BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

6
9
15
15
17
17
18
24

ERNIE MACINTYRE
DAVE TROWBRIDGE
JOHN COFFEY
JIM RIEPEL
STAN LADERMAN
MARC MOGOL
TOM RASLER
GEORGE OVEROSE

MATES
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

p14

2
11
19
20
21
24
28

KATHY HUMPHREY
NORMA PALOMINO
JOANNE SHARPS
DANA MACINTYRE
BONNIE LADERMAN
KAREN TREFZ
PRISCILLA COFFEY
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PICYA Delegate

ROY VINYARD

Water, or the lack of,
seems to be the hot
topic in California these
days. The California Delta
Alliance will hold a town
hall meeting in Discovery
Bay on February 12 @
6:30 p.m. to discuss the
opposition to the twin
tunnel project. They
seem to think that
support may be on
the verge of teetering.
SRBCNC supports
two organizations that

January 2014

have been working on
ways to fend off this
project: Restore the
Delta and recently the
RBOC. Stay informed by
following their websites:
restorethedelta.org and
rboc.org.
The PICYA was formed
in San Francisco on
March 12, 1896 to improve
communications between
yacht clubs. I will be
attending the February
3 delegates meeting and

report out next month.
March 8, they will hold
a Spring Leadership
Conference at the Vallejo
Yacht Club. Workshops
include: the Coast Guard,
membership - growth &
retention, paper clubs and
land clubs, among other
offerings. Let me know if
you want to go with me.
That’s all for now,till the
next tie up.
See ya,
Roy
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Ed & Tech Director

ROB ENGLENT

Hello everyone, I hope
your new year is starting
out great. Last month I
talked a little about the
MerCruiser Axius drive
systems. This month I
would like to talk a little
about the Volvo Penta IPS
and the Zeus Pod system.
Now as I noted last month,
the Volvo Penta is not
offered on a Sea Ray, but
it’s worth some discussion
just to explore some of the
differences.
Before we move on there
are a couple of things I
forgot to mention about
the MerCruiser Axius
system. Cost, the Axius
system, because it uses
Bravo III outdrives is less
expensive than the other
“joystick” system out
there. And then there’s
maintenance; because of
the Bravo IIIs there will be
increased maintenance
costs over time associated
with the aluminum drive
cases. You could opt for
the Sea Core cases, but
they are, obviously, more
expensive.
January 2014

Back to the Volvo Penta
IPS and Zeus. Obviously
the biggest drawback
with the IPS system is
that it’s not available
on Sea Ray’s. So even
if you liked it better, no
such luck. At least not if
you want a Sea Ray and
I hope you do. The IPS
and the Zeus are the two
pod systems available for
larger yachts and there are
a few subtle differences
between the two. First, the
IPS uses forward facing
props. Volvo-Penta claims
this greatly improves
efficiency; increasing fuel
efficiency 30% and range
40%. This is compared to a
standard shaft drive boat
not the Zeus system. The
opinion of most experts
is there is probably no
difference between the
Zeus and the IPS. The
improved efficiency is
attributed to the prop
alignment with the hull,
not the forward facing
props. For boating here
on the beautiful California
Delta, the forward facing
props seems like a really
bad idea. The IPS system
is designed to break
off when impacting
something hard to
maintain hull integrity.
The Zeus pods have a
breakaway skeg and since
the props are rear of
the drive, in my opinion,

there’s less chance of
fouling the props. Zeus
pods are also installed
in tunnels so there’s less
chance of impacts anyway
and reduced draft.
Unlike the Axius system,
the IPS pods are made
from a bronze alloy which
eliminates the problems
associated with electrolysis
and corrosion. However,
changing the drive lube
on the IPS system requires
the boat to be hauled.
While I couldn’t ﬁnd
any documentation, I’m
assuming this also means
the lube can’t be checked,
although the IPS probably
has an electronic lube level
monitor. Being somewhat
old school, I would prefer
to actually look at the
lube to see if there are any
signs of water in the lube.
There seems to be a sweet
spot in yacht size which
beneﬁts the IPS. The IPS
system is available 260
to 900 hp, but the Zeus
is only available with
engines from 355 to 715
hp. This means if you’re
looking for a 55’ Sea Ray;
NO PODS! By comparison,
the 63’ Marquis Sport
Yacht comes with three
IPS 900 hp pods. So, in
the very largest of yachts,
IPS does seem to have an
advantage, but wait; not
so fast. Since Meridian
(continued on page 7)
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