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2015 Calendar of Events
Date

Cruises & Events

Location

Leader

Crew

Jan 24
Feb 13-15
Mar 13-15
Apr 24-26
May 22-25
Jun 19-21
Jul 3-5
Jul 31 – Aug 1&2
Sep 4-7
Sep 12-19
Oct 9-10
Oct 30 – Nov 1
Nov 26-29
Dec 31 - Jan 1

Change of Watch
Sweetheart Cruise
Before St. Patrick’s Day
Same As It Ever Was
Memorial Day
Summer Solstice
4th of July
August Float Cruise
Circle of Fun
Bay Cruise
Commodore’s Mystery
Halloween
Thanksgiving Cruise
New Year’s Cruise

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s
Mildred
Lost Slough
Mandeville
Little Mandeville
Mildred
SF Bay
???
Stockton Yacht Club
Village West
Marina West YC

Humphrey
Higgins
Tremain’s
Ken Humphrey
Palomino’s
Rasler’s
Hallings
Burger
Kelly’s
Heller
Humphrey
Palomino
Lewis & Kelly
Tremain’s & Dretzka’s

Curley, Rasler, Overose, Lewis
Hands, Vineyards
Kelly, Hand, Vinyard, Calvino
Salzman, Kelly, Humphrey
Calvin, Kelly, Hand, Phillips
Heller, Jensen, Hand, Kelly, Burger
Hand
Circle Crew
Lewis, Torres, Burger, Salzman
Hand, Calvino, Kelly, Vinyard
Kelly, Humphrey, Rasler
Overose

2015 General Meetings
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s

1/24
2/14
3/14
4/25

May
June
July
Aug

Mildred Island
Lost Slough
?
Little Mandeville

5/24
6/20
?
8/1

Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Mildred Island
Mystery Cruise
? Roast ?
Marina West

9/7
10/31
?
1/1

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2014 Officers & Directors
Commodore ...........................Ken Humphrey
Vice Commodore ................... Susan Halling
Rear Commodore....................... Shelia Kelly
Immed. Past Commodore ...... Sue Vinyard
Secretary ..................................... Elaine Lewis
Treasurer ................................... Shirley Burror
Cruises ............................................... Tina Hand
Membership................................... Jude Miller
This Months Photo Credits

Ken & Kathy Humphrey, Jack & Elaine Lewis

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Suze Burger, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2015 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

Public Relations .......................... Dave Heller
Ed & Tech................................. Steve Salzman
Programs & Meetings...............Betty Calvin
Editor ............................................. Suze Burger
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate .......................... Roy Vinyard
Storekeeper ........................... Debbie Kleppe

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information may be
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Jude Miller
at membership@srbcnc.org or download an application from
www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our
Public Relations Director Dave Heller at pr@srbcnc.org.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore KEN HUMPHREY

Here we are in 2015 and
now I am writing my
article as Commodore
for the ﬁrst time. It’s
hard to believe that
it’s here already! I
am hoping that I can
represent the club well
in the coming year. I
know I won’t be ﬁlling
Sue Vinyard’s shoes
since she is a very tough
act to follow. Thanks Sue
for all of your fantastic
work as Commodore last
year! I will be leaning
on you for support,
especially early in the
year.
My position of
Commodore for
this year will not be
taken lightly. I plan
on participating in
all events and will
attempt to represent
the SRBCNC in a
positive and respectful
manner. I am hoping
to see great cruise
attendance, early cruise

registrations to help
the cruise leaders plan
ahead, and just a lot of
fun and camaraderie
all through the year!
There are some really
great looking cruises
scheduled this year and
they are only successful
when we all participate.
I would like to thank all
of the volunteer cruise
leaders that took on
cruises this year.
There is a trend that
concerns me and that is
the number of members
that are selling or
have sold their boats.
Playtime, Son of Thor
and Serenity all seem to
have been sold. Squiggy
Lady is now on the
market and I am hearing
rumors of a couple
more to follow possibly.
This makes the line
cards that Sue Halling
put together that
much more important
and we all need to be
ambassadors of the
SRBCNC to bolster the
membership so we can
stay healthy moving
into the future. This club
is too great to let the
membership shrink to a
point where we are no
longer the premier club
on the delta. Let’s work

as a team to ﬁnd the
next group of leaders in
the club.
My helpful link this
month was an easy
choice. Sun Country
is here and we need
to learn how to utilize
them to the fullest.
Parts, service or even
just information on your
boat can be provided by
Sun Country. They have
the support of 4 other
locations, including a
nice inventory of new
and used Sea Ray boats
between all of their
facilities: http://www.
suncountrymarine.com/
oakland-yacht-center/
Until the lines are untied
again,
Ken
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore SUE HALLING
& then driven down the
driveway; but, all safety
measures were taken and
she was splashed in the
water within a weeks’ time.

I’m always happy when I
have a water adventure;
but having 2 in a month is
always a plus!
Toy yoT was in need of
bottom paint and a few
other maintenance items.
One of our advertisers,
Delta Boat Works, is right
up the slough from Perry’s
Boat Harbor, were we keep
her. So we contacted the
manager, Kelvin Jackson, &
had her pulled.
We were BEYOND
impressed. The estimate,
workmanship & follow up
was spot on! Great job
Kelvin & team. It’s always
a little nerve-racking when
watching your boat being
pulled out of the water

The second water
adventure was a boat
cruise to the Pittsburg
Yacht Club for the Change
of Watch (COW). We
had a pleasant ride, even
though the fog made it a
very slow ride for the ﬁrst
1.5 hours. The good thing
about that, is that it gave
me a chance to use the
radar. Not having radar
on our last 2 Sea Rays, I
needed some experience.
When we got to the open
waters, the sky’s cleared
up and then we made
great time. It actually got
close to the 70° mark that
weekend.

members, that I’m sure
her wrapping expense
went over budget! So,
now Past Commodore
Sue, I sincerely enjoyed &
loved working with you
throughout the years.
You’ve earned some
downtime, relax & we’ll see
you on the water at the
“Sweetheart Cruise”.
Vice Commodore standing
by on 71…
Susan

Ken & Kathy & all their
helpers did a GREAT
job putting together the
COW. It actually ran a
little longer than normal
because then Commodore
Sue gave thanks and
thank you gifts to so many
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore SHELIA KELLY

I am following in the Wake
of Great People! Any
club is only as great as
the people “who make
it happen”. (And boy
oh boy does our club
“MAKE IT HAPPEN!”) I
never thought of myself
in one of the Flag officers
on the board, but I was
“reminded Roger and I
attend every cruise.” (You
may know my husband has
attended every cruise for
the last 8 years in a row, I
missed a few.) Becoming
Commodore is another 4
year commitment. So that
means- every cruise for at
least the next 4 years. It
is a good thing I love my
Sea Ray Family, we are all
Anchored in Friendship. If

you think of the Anchor
and all the links of the
chain holding it in place,
It reminds me of all the
Commodores who have
gone before me. I am
Honored to be following
in their wake. We all leave
a ripple as we go through
life but some people leave
a wave. A friend of mine,
bought me a mermaid sign
that says “make Waves”.
A Wave spreads outward
from the source- and can
head in many directions.
Which is how my articles
are going to be. I will be
basing them on something
to do with the waterways
we love to travel. Todays
will be about a couple
of Sparkly Fish Called
Pisces, and the woman
who is one. You may
want to know my history
before trusting me to run
the club. It is not too late
you can replace me! I
grew up in Sunnyvale CA.
We lived in a Court and
played Kick the Can, and
Hide and go seek till the

street lights came on, or
my mom blew the whistle
for dinner. I have always
been busy. I have had
ice skates, Roller Skates,
Roller blades, Beach
Cruiser bicycles, Mountain
Bikes, Motorcycles. I have
my class “A” Commercial
driver’s license and may
not ever climb up into a
cab of a big rig again, but
I dream of it often. I lived
in Ecuador, Costa Rica
and Mexico, volunteering
where needed. I taught
high School Girls an 8
week course on life, and
I volunteered at a senior
center for many years. I
have had a very broad
range of jobs and try to
do my best at everything
I do, this includes
being SRBCNC Rear
Commodore.
Cheers
Shelia
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Change of Watch 2015: January 24 Pittsburg YC
The Change of Watch at
Pittsburg Yacht Club was
a well-attended event and
a good time was had by
all from what I could see.
I want to thank everyone
that attended for such
as great turnout! I was
super happy to see so
many make it by boat,
car or shuttle to join in
the festivities. I hope that
providing a venue with
docking as well as the
hotel shuttle service made
it easier for all to have a
great time.
Bruce Curley brought his
fantastic sound equipment
to provide public address
and music to dance by.
The problem was, his
mixer was on the fritz
so Bruce and Ernie had
to MacGyver his system
into the Pittsburg Yacht
Club’s system to get thing
moving. Great job on the
ﬂy guys! The great news is
that we had PA and after
all of the announcements
were completed, the
annual SRBCNC video
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showed many of the great
times we had during the
year. A special tribute to
Sue Vinyard at the end
caught her by surprise
from the tears we all saw
ﬂowing. After the video,
dancing broke out and
Bruce had some great
tunes thumping through
the PYC sound system.
I want to thank Bruce
and Ernie for making
the event as special as
possible, even with the
equipment malfunction.
Bruce and Ernie put a lot
of time and energy into
creating the video and we
all appreciate it! A special
thank you to my lovely
wife (and her crew) for the
beautiful table decorations
that were created for each
table. La Veranda also
provided a fantastic meal
and great service.
Our special guests were
Rusty Higgins from
Sea Ray Boats and
Ed Bancroft from Sun
Country Marine in Jack
London Square. Rusty is

a pretty shy guy (yeah,
right) so he struggled to
ﬁnd words when handed
the microphone. He is a
great ambassador for the
Sea Ray brand and we
were lucky to have him
as a guest. It was nice of
Sea Ray to send Rusty
out and Ed for cutting
out of the San Francisco
Boat Show early to make
it to Pittsburg on time. It’s
great to see the support
we are beginning to get
from both. Make sure to
call Ed with any needs
you may have. We have a
dealer so let’s utilize them!
First order of business
now complete,
Ken Humphrey
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Ed & Tech Director Reprint

Steve Salzman
continued from page 19
I am not exactly sure why the pump
housing had disintegrated but surmise
that it was caused by exposure to
“ﬂuids” in the forward bilge area. I will
elaborate in a future article.
So, do not wait until you are held to
the pier by forces beyond your control
to visually inspect the systems on your
boat. You might be surprised at what
you see.
p.s.: If there is anything that you would
like me to write about or research for
you, please send an email or just call.
See you down river!
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Ed & Tech Director Reprint

Steve Salzman

I am standing at the helm
of ALEXA IV looking
out over the bow at the
horizon. It is a sunny day,
Mt. Diablo is clearly visible
off my port bow, and the
waters of the San Joaquin
are calm. It is almost
as the Beatles stated so
many years ago in the
song Yellow Submarine:
“The Sky is Blue, the Sea
is Green”. Then it occurs
to me, the San Joaquin is
not supposed to be green!
Slowly, my mind clears
and I awaken from my
mid afternoon nap. Yes,
I am asleep at the wheel,
but fortunately we are not
underway. We are safely
in our slip at River Point
Landing. The sky is still
blue, but the “sea” is not
green. It is the dreaded
hyacinth that has taken
over our part of the San
Joaquin and its tributaries.
As far as the eye can see
from our slip: Hyacinth!
What to do?
Perhaps, I should utilize
this downtime to perform
some preventative
maintenance. You know,

take a look under the
“bonnet” so to speak.
After checking main
engine oil, transmission
ﬂuid and coolant levels,
generator oil and coolant
level, I remember noticing
some broken nylon cable
ties, outboard of the port
engine, when we replaced
the batteries several
months previous. Now
is a good time to replace
them. I say to DeDe “I
am going in” and asked
her to look for me if I do
not surface in about a
half hour. That should be
enough time to replace
3 or 4 broken cable ties,
I reasoned. After all,
ALEXA IVs systems are all
functioning perfectly.
I wedged myself outboard
of the port engine and
replace four broken ties
and think, as long as I have
come this far, I might as
well have a look around. I
ﬁnd that the outlet hose
from the port blower
motor has come loose and
fallen. I need to ﬁx that, as
the blowers provide cool
air to the main engines
underway (better fuel
economy the SeaRay
manual says). “DeDe,
will you hand me another
cable tie?” One of the
long ones.” OK, mission
accomplished!
Upon extricating myself
from the transom area,

I decide to have a look
under that small diamond
tread deck plate that
rests between the engine
bearers in the forward
engine room. I think that
the a/c cooling water
strainer and the forward
engine room bilge pump
are supposed to be under
there. Good time to clean
the bilges under there
too. I remove the deck
plate and sure enough,
the strainer and pump
are clearly visible, except
that the bilge pump looks
kind of odd lying over on
its side in a pile of broken
pieces of plastic! Take a
look at the photo.
That is how it came out
of the bilge. Apparently
we, and the survey, missed
this when we purchased
ALEXA IV. When tested,
the pump motor still
ran and the SmartCraft
systems monitor display
indicated (visually
and audibly) that he
forward pump motor was
running, but it could not
have pumped anything
overboard. Surprise,
surprise!
Because the two aftermost
bilge pumps are readily
visible, I had checked them
previously. They are intact
and function properly.
continued on page 13
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February BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS
02/06 Ernest MACINTYRE
02/09 Dave TROWBRIDGE
02/15 John COFFEY
02/17 Stanley LADERMAN
02/17 Marc MOGOL
02/18 Tom RASLER
02/24 George OVEROSE

MATES
02/02 Kathy HUMPHREY
02/11 Norma PALOMINO
02/19 Joanne SHARPS
02/20 Dana MACINTYRE
02/21 Bonnie LADERMAN
02/24 Karen TREFZ
02/28 Priscilla COFFEY
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PICYA Delegate

ROY VINYARD
committee Hornblower
Cruise boat. I’ll have ﬂyers
at the next meeting, but
you are also welcome to
visit their websites for
details.

Happy New Year! A new
calendar year signiﬁes
a new boating season
and just like SRBCNC,
PICYA has a full calendar
of events planned for
2015. There are several
“official” opening days
in the works. On April
11th, Stockton Yacht Club
will be celebrating their
58th Opening Day on the
Delta. The theme is Old
Hollywood and the event
is a fundraiser for Hospice
of San Joaquin. Sunday,
April 26th marks Opening
Day on the San Francisco
Bay. The theme is Youth in
Boating. If you don’t want
to take your boat, you are
welcome to ride on the

The PICYA Leadership
Conference is scheduled
for March 21at Aeolian
Yacht Club and everyone
is welcome to attend. At
this time, I do not have a
list of workshops, but will
keep you posted.
RBOC reported that
they are working on the
hyacinth problem and it
is interesting to note that
the Metropolitan Water
Company is our ally in
this ﬁght. Apparently the
plants are clogging the
pipes that suck the water
south. RBOC shared that
several rock dams are
being proposed if the
drought continues to help
stop salt intrusion from
the bay. They would be
located on Sutter and
Steamboat Sloughs as well

as West False River. RBOC
is pushing for funding to
include monies to remove
these dams once they are
no longer needed.
The annual Wheelchair
Regatta is scheduled
for September 26. This
is a give back event for
veterans. There are many
ways to help out if you are
interested.
Looks like it’s going to be
a full season of boating
adventures.
In His Time,
Roy
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