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2015 Calendar of Events
Date

Cruises & Events

Location

Leader

Crew

Jan 24
Feb 13-15
Mar 13-15
Apr 24-26
May 22-25
Jun 19-21
Jul 3-5
Jul 31 – Aug 1&2
Sep 4-7
Sep 12-19
Oct 9-10
Oct 30 – Nov 1
Nov 26-29
Dec 31 - Jan 1

Change of Watch
Sweetheart Cruise
Before St. Patrick’s Day
Same As It Ever Was
Memorial Day
Summer Solstice
4th of July
August Float Cruise
Circle of Fun
Bay Cruise
Commodore’s Mystery
Halloween
Thanksgiving Cruise
New Year’s Cruise

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s
Mildred
Lost Slough
Mandeville
Little Mandeville
Mildred
SF Bay
???
Stockton Yacht Club
Village West
Marina West YC

Humphrey
Higgins
Tremain’s
Ken Humphrey
Palomino’s
Rasler’s
Hallings
Burger
Kelly’s
Heller
Humphrey
Palomino
Lewis & Kelly
Tremain’s & Dretzka’s

Curley, Rasler, Overose, Lewis
Hands, Vineyards
Kelly, Hand, Vinyard, Calvino
Salzman, Kelly, Humphrey
Calvin, Kelly, Hand, Phillips
Heller, Jensen, Hand, Kelly, Burger
Hand
Circle Crew
Lewis, Torres, Burger, Salzman
Hand, Calvino, Kelly, Vinyard
Kelly, Humphrey, Rasler
Overose

2015 General Meetings
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s

1/24
2/14
3/14
4/25

May
June
July
Aug

Mildred Island
Lost Slough
?
Little Mandeville

5/24
6/20
?
8/1

Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Mildred Island
Mystery Cruise
? Roast ?
Marina West

9/7
10/31
?
1/1

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2014 Officers & Directors
Commodore ...........................Ken Humphrey
Vice Commodore ................... Susan Halling
Rear Commodore....................... Shelia Kelly
Immed. Past Commodore ...... Sue Vinyard
Secretary ..................................... Elaine Lewis
Treasurer ................................... Shirley Burror
Cruises ............................................... Tina Hand
Membership................................... Jude Miller
This Months Photo Credits

Sue Vinyard, Jack & Elaine Lewis

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Suze Burger, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2015 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

Public Relations .......................... Dave Heller
Ed & Tech................................. Steve Salzman
Programs & Meetings...............Betty Calvin
Editor ............................................. Suze Burger
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate .......................... Roy Vinyard
Storekeeper ........................... Debbie Kleppe

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information may be
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Jude Miller
at membership@srbcnc.org or download an application from
www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our
Public Relations Director Dave Heller at pr@srbcnc.org.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore KEN HUMPHREY

We are off and running in
2015! The ﬁrst cruise, as
Kent Higgins called “The
best cruise so far this
year”, is in the books. We
had great weather and a
nice turnout so we are off
to a good start. Thanks
to the cruise leaders for
their work in organizing
this event and providing
such great weather. A lot
of work goes into these
cruises so I would like to
thank all of the members
that volunteer as cruise
leaders!
Even though the February
cruise was a very short
trip for us, we have taken
a few trips this winter,
including Pittsburg. We
have seen all varieties
of water condition,
including major hyacinth

infestation, massive trees
ﬂoating down the river,
smaller pieces of lumber
and debris, etc. On our
return from Pittsburg
with 4 people on board,
all watching the water
for debris, we “located”
a large submerged log
or something while on
plane at about 20 knots.
This heaved Plan B, made
a loud bang, one more
loud bang and we never
saw anything, even when
looking back to see what
I just encountered. This
really got my anxiety
up and made me hope
that damaged had been
avoided.
Well, I will be requesting
quotes for haul-out,
inspection and repairs in
the coming week. I noticed
vibration at lower RPMs
so I imagine the prop (or
props) were impacted by
this submerged object. I
bring this up as a reminder
to be very careful while
boating in the coming
months. There is a great
amount of navigation
hazards in the water

currently, some of which
are not seen as they are
sub-surface. If you are
running in a group, the
lead boats need to advise
the rest of the group
about anything they see
that can cause harm to a
vessel. The effort can save
someone a lot of grief and
money!
My helpful link this month
is a site called Active
Captain. They have
applications for you smart
phones or tablets as well
as a newsletter that is
emailed to you routinely.
It’s an interactive site
that receives input from
boaters like you and I
such as marina reviews,
fuel prices, shared routes,
etc. The newsletters often
share interesting stories
of trips taken as well as
technical information and
equipment deals. Take a
look around with this link:
http://activecaptain.com
Until the lines are untied
again,
Ken
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore SUE HALLING

When I was asked to
become a ﬂag officer,
it made me think about
the many years I’ve been
a member of SRBCNC
and the many doors that
opened for me when I did
join. The many fun cruising
locations in the Delta and
the San Francisco Bay and
out the gate. The many
adventures from poker
runs, to mystery locations
only found by clues, to
new friends that are now
old friends, to new boats,
to many many countless
hours of engine hatches
open! Too many memories
to write about, but I like
to think that my “dynasty”
years will only bring with it
the “best of the best”.

With that being said,
my project as Rear
Commodore was to
put together a “rack
card” or basically a
small advertisement for
our club. I asked at the
Change of Watch for
members of our club to
bring a small amount of
these ads to their marinas
or Hailer advertisers.
We’ve used up all of the
initial order and the board
approved an additional
500, which I’ll have at the
next cruise. So, remember
to pass out these cards,
because Jude is our
Membership Director,
but we ALL are her
membership committee.
This month’s cruise
at Willow Berm was
approximately 1 nautical
mile from our home port;
but any day on the water
is a GREAT day. The water
hyacinth from Perry’s
to Willow Berm was not
too bad, but what we did
see, was dangerous, as
they tend to hide partially

submerged tree limbs
or worse yet tree trunks!
But all was good and to
our knowledge we didn’t
touch any of them.
The Sweetheart Cruise
ended up with beautiful
weather, many thanks to
Kent & Katie for ordering
that weather ahead of
time! And who didn’t make
the cruise you missed
another phenomenal
homemade meal from
Linda Overose. Many
thanks to all that helped
put together another fun
cruise.
British explorer Sir
Francis Drake once said,
“It isn’t that life ashore is
distasteful to me. But life
at sea is better.”
Vice Commodore standing
by on 71…
Susan
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore SHELIA KELLY

What a Wonderful
Valentines Cruise we had!
The sun was shining on
the docks at Willowberm
& our Cruise Leaders &
their Crew ordered up
one Amazing weekend,
including a delicious
dinner Saturday night
complete with lovely
tables decorated in Love.
The Evening progressed
to some of the best
dancing so far in the
SRBCNC history. Thanks
to everyone, it was
heartening to think “This is
only the 1st Cruise of 2015”
We have many more to
look forward to.
We are so blessed to live
in an area where we can
use our boats all year

long, but in many places
Boating can be seasonal
& when Opening Day on
the water arrives, they call
out “AHOY! ALL BOATS
AFLOAT!” The boating
season varies depending
on where you live & the
parade has many themes.
In the past we have joined
SYC for their parades.
They had the ﬁrst opening
day parade around 1957
& Roger & I participated
from 2004-2007. Since
then it conﬂicted with
our Asparagus cruise on
a few occasions so we
were not able to join in
the fun. We decorated in
a Fiesta theme, a Summer
Day theme, a Mardi Gras
theme, & a Pirate theme.
Our Frosty the snowman
dude was front and center
for all of them. He has
more outﬁts than I do.
This year’s theme is Old
Hollywood & the Parade
will be April 11th it is a
fundraiser for Hospice of
San Joaquin. We would
like to participate in this

historic event again this
year and hope to have
many of our SRBCNC
family join us, Call me
if you are interested in
Joining us & I will get us
dock space so we can
make it a weekend. If
there are no boats in
the parade then there
is no parade, & doesn’t
everyone love a Parade?
Cheers,
Shelia
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February SWEETHEART CRUISE at Willow Berm
Rumor has it that it was
the best cruise of the year.
It all started with a perfect
weather weekend. We
could not have asked for
anything better, High 70’s.
Our docking crew of Jack
and Gene started receiving
boats Friday around noon
and throughout the day.
Friday night we all met
at what’s known around
Willow Berm as the
Sand Bar. There we had
cocktails, conversation and
a do it yourself BBQ. A
good time was had by all.
Saturday we changed
the norm a bit and had
the meeting and Hors
d’oeuvres at the earlier
time of 1pm in the club
house. The earlier time
appeared to ﬁt well
with the members. (At
least we liked it). We left
the afternoon open for
everyone to do as they
liked.
Around ﬁvish we all met
back at the club house for
cocktails and a delicious
spaghetti and meat ball
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dinner prepared and
presented by Linda
Overose. It was great
and enjoyed by all. Thank
you Linda (and George).
We had planned to have
Karaoke (known by some
as Scarioke) but failed to
get any volunteers. So
Bruce ﬁred up the tunes
instead and we opened up
the dance ﬂoor, the rest is
history.
A big thank you to Tom
and Cindy for lots of
help with set up and take
down. Bruce and Deanna
for the music, Jack and
Gene for docking and
Willow Berm Marina for
use of the facilities. And
Thanks to members like
you for making it all
happen. (I borrowed that
from the PBS Station
nearest you).
Boats in attendance: If
you were there you know
who you are, if you weren’t
there you know where you
were. Until Next Time.
Kent & Kate Higgins
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Ed & Tech Director

Steve Salzman

While waiting for the
fog to burn off the San
Joaquin, I was engaged
in conversation with the
skipper of a Bayliner
4788 Motor Yacht. As
we were discussing
the poor visibility, the
frequent ship traffic, and
safe boating, we heard
a ship’s horn signaling
commercial traffic. He said
“let me show you a useful
feature of the Automated
Identiﬁcation System
(AIS).” At his lower helm
station, a button push
on the Garmin display
depicted a large vessel
heading to the Port of
Stockton. More button
pushes and the display
showed the name, port
of origin, gross tonnage,
vessel identiﬁcation
(MMSI) number, position,
speed, heading, and
several other attributes
for that particular ship.
An audible alarm chimed
when the vessel was 1000
ft. away.
AIS is an automated
system originally intended
to be used by ships and

vessel tracking services
(VTS) for identifying and
locating vessels. It has
been a requirement on
most vessels 65 ft., or
more, in length, engaged
in commercial service,
since 2003 (CFR 33,
Parts 26, 161, 164 and 165,
effective 11/21/2003). AIS
was originally intended to
be used solely for collision
avoidance but was never
intended to replace radar.
Many other applications
have since been
developed and are now
commonly used for ﬁshing
ﬂeet monitoring and
control, maritime security,
search and rescue, ﬂeet
and cargo tracking and
accident investigation. For
those readers wanting a
more detailed explanation,
go to: http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Automatic_
Identiﬁcation_System

marine VHF radios have
new models that include
AIS receivers. They display
vessel s (transmitting on
AIS) within 10-20 nautical
miles and show relative
position, speed, vessel
name and other pertinent
information. However, they
do not alert vessels in the
area of your presence.
But you can let them
know you are in their
vicinity via VHF radio on
channel 13; bridge-tobridge communication.
They will appreciate the
conﬁrmation of your blip
on their radar screen,
particularly if both vessels
are operating in restricted
visibility or at night.
See you down river!
Steve

Radar is ﬁne for detecting
objects, both moving and
ﬁxed. Large commercial
vessels should show up
as strong radar signals,
but sometimes fail to
do so. AIS can assist in
determining exactly what
those radar signals are and
at what speed they are
approaching your vessel.
You can obtain some of
the features of AIS without
purchasing and installing
a costly AIS transceiver.
Your favorite brands of
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March BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS

03/01 Bob CALVIN
03/03 Carol HICKINGBOTHAM
03/06 Ken DRETZKA
03/12 Gary CLAUSEN
03/30 Bill HUDSON

MATES

03/06 Dyan MURCHIE MCMILLER
03/15 Shelia KELLY
03/22 Maria GIANELLI
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PICYA Delegate

ROY VINYARD
at Steamboat and Sutter
Sloughs as well as West
False River. Comment
period for these dams has
been extended to March
18. You are encouraged to
E-mail your thoughts to:
DWREDBCOMMENTS@
water.ca.gov
Opening Days are all
set, boats are being
serviced and polished for
the coming spring and
summer season of boating
on the Delta. However,
our waterways are not as
clear for navigation as they
used to be. The hyacinth
is more proliﬁc than ever.
DBW reports they will
start spraying March 4
and continue through
November. They will also
begin treatment of egeria
densa and curly leaf pond
weed. Looking forward
to clear waterways in the
near future.

No other new information
until I attend the next
meeting in March at the
Benecia Yacht Club.
In His Time,
Roy

We are still battling with
the proposal of rock dams
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