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2015 Calendar of Events
Date

Cruises & Events

Location

Leader

Crew

Jan 24
Feb 13-15
Mar 13-15
Apr 24-26
May 22-25
Jun 19-21
Jul 3-5
Jul 31 – Aug 1&2
Sep 4-7
Sep 12-19
Oct 9-10
Oct 30 – Nov 1
Nov 26-29
Dec 31 - Jan 1

Change of Watch
Sweetheart Cruise
Before St. Patrick’s Day
Same As It Ever Was
Memorial Day
Summer Solstice
4th of July
August Float Cruise
Circle of Fun
Bay Cruise
Commodore’s Mystery
Halloween
Thanksgiving Cruise
New Year’s Cruise

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s
Mildred
Lost Slough
Mandeville
Little Mandeville
Mildred
SF Bay
???
Stockton Yacht Club
Village West
Marina West YC

Humphrey
Higgins
Tremain’s
Ken Humphrey
Palomino’s
Rasler’s
Hallings
Burger
Kelly’s
Heller
Humphrey
Palomino
Lewis & Kelly
Tremain’s & Dretzka’s

Curley, Rasler, Overose, Lewis
Hands, Vineyards
Kelly, Hand, Vinyard, Calvino
Salzman, Kelly, Humphrey
Calvin, Kelly, Hand, Phillips
Heller, Jensen, Hand, Kelly, Burger
Hand
Circle Crew
Lewis, Torres, Burger, Salzman
Hand, Calvino, Kelly, Vinyard
Kelly, Humphrey, Rasler
Overose

2015 General Meetings
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s

1/24
2/14
3/14
4/25

May
June
July
Aug

Mildred Island
Lost Slough
?
Little Mandeville

5/24
6/20
?
8/1

Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Mildred Island
Mystery Cruise
? Roast ?
Marina West

9/7
10/31
?
1/1

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2014 Officers & Directors
Commodore ...........................Ken Humphrey
Vice Commodore ................... Susan Halling
Rear Commodore....................... Shelia Kelly
Immed. Past Commodore ...... Sue Vinyard
Secretary ..................................... Elaine Lewis
Treasurer ................................... Shirley Burror
Cruises ............................................... Tina Hand
Membership................................... Jude Miller
This Months Photo Credits

Ken Humphrey, Shirley Burror, Bruce Curley, Sue
Vinyard, Jack & Elaine Lewis

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Suze Burger, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2015 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

Public Relations .......................... Dave Heller
Ed & Tech................................. Steve Salzman
Programs & Meetings...............Betty Calvin
Editor ............................................. Suze Burger
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate .......................... Roy Vinyard
Storekeeper ........................... Debbie Kleppe

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information may be
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Jude Miller
at membership@srbcnc.org or download an application from
www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our
Public Relations Director Dave Heller at pr@srbcnc.org.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore KEN HUMPHREY

We are well into March
and have had some very
warm weather already so
it seems as though the
cruising season is here!
The before St. Patrick’s
Day cruise had weather
in the 80’s which is very
different to folks back
east. With the Great Lakes
still mostly frozen and
cold weather still hanging
around the east coast,
they can only dream about
what is at our disposal as
far as cruising goes. Let’s
take advantage of this and
get out on the water!
Last month I mentioned
that we need to help each
other when a navigation
hazard is encountered.
That issue did arise at
the cruise to Marina
West Yacht Club. On the

way there, Sea Champ
hit something hard and
twisted the props pretty
badly. After a nice “rest”
on the shoal, they made it
into the dock while all but
a couple of us were fast
asleep. At least they were
safe and had a chance to
evaluate the problems. On
the way back to Perry’s on
Sunday, Sea Wench made
a call on the VHF to let the
rest of us know that there
was a utility pole ﬂoating
on Potato Slough. That
simple gesture is greatly
appreciated and can help
others avoid disaster (or at
least expensive repairs).
I wanted to share an idea
I have discussed with
a few folks regarding
the hyacinth problem.
In reading articles and
watching videos that
Roger Kelly sent to me,
I have learned that the
ﬂowers that look so
beautiful, actually carry
the seeds that allow the
hyacinth to continue to
ﬂourish. I am planning
a potential event where
we, along with other

delta yacht clubs, have
a “dinghy ﬂower harvest
day” where we clip the
ﬂowers and bag them
and get them out of the
waterway. This can show
the politicians that we
want to help the problem
in an active way and not
just complain about them
not doing enough. This
can become a fun event
and the few clubs I have
discussed this with are all
in so stay tuned…
My helpful link this
month is for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA).
You can great the
most accurate weather
forecasts, sea conditions,
download charts and
much more. Take some
time to look around in
this site and see all of the
available content.
http://www.noaa.gov/
Until the lines are untied
again,
Ken
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore SUE HALLING
the travel way, so some
closures are necessary:
1. Install protective cover
& bird control measures
(Feb 2-13, 2015 No traffic
impact)
2. One way traffic control
(March 2-May 29, 2015)
This month’s water
adventure was our cruise
to Marina West Yacht Club,
at Tower Park. It took us
a little longer to cruise
there, because as you all
know the Mokelumne River
Bridge (built in 1942) is
closed to boat traffic.
Speaking of the bridge,
it seems that Caltrans is
planning on a two stage
construction project:
1. Stage 1. Bridge Deck
Replacement (March-Nov
2015)
2. Stage 2. Control House
Rehabilitation (MarchNov 2015)
The majority of the work is
being done above or under

3. Two 55 hour weekend
closures (March 6-9,
April 10-13, 2015)
4. Four 55 hour weekend
closures (Oct 23-26, Oct
30-Nov 2, Nov 6-9, Nov
13-16, 2015)
The bridge is closed to
large marine vessels March
2-June 26, 2015, detours
will be posted. Motorists
should consider other
interstates and try to avoid
Highway 12. The above
schedules will change
due to traffic incidents,
weather, availability
of equipment and/or
materials and construction
related issues.
I obtained this information
from the Caltrans public
affairs district office. I

know an informational
email came out earlier; but
thought it would be worth
the time to review it.
Getting back to the St.
Patty’s Day cruise at
Marina West, what a
BLAST! The food was
beyond wonderful, thank
our Past Commodore Tina
for that and her helpers.
While at Tower Park, we
decided to have one of
our advertisers, Curt from
West Coast Canvas, take
a look at our mattress. He
had done a lot of work on
our boat before we bought
it, so thought it was time
to replace the mattress.
Well, that was a learning
experience. Seems the
mattress is covered with
canvas on the top and
vinyl on the bottom. When
the boat gets damp and
the moisture goes to the
lowest point in the boat,
then mildew will form.
You’ll see the two pictures
below that shows the
continued on page 14
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore SHELIA KELLY

Being part Irish, St
Patrick’s Day has always
been one of my favorite
holidays. This year we
celebrated at Marina
West Yacht Club, all
in Green. The Corned
Beef and Cabbage was
fabulous. There was many
a leprechaun sighted.
Especially after the Left
Right Center Game, one
little Wee Folk ended up
inside a lifesaving ring on
Coventina so we brought
him home. This is one of
our Favorite spots and we
love to walk under the big
trees and stop by the ice
cream store for a treat.
Tower Park is also known
as Terminous , and has a
very long and interesting
history. Until about 1905

it was the most important
rural Chinatown. The
only China town that
was bigger was in SFO.
Terminous became an
important village for
two reasons. In the mid1890s the Hickmott Co.
established an important
asparagus plantation and
cannery on Bouldin Island
across the river from the
village. By 1900 there
was a second cannery
on the Terminous side.
Chinese were attracted to
Terminous not only by the
presence of the canneries,
but also because area
landowners, were among
the ﬁrst in the county to
offer lease terms to Asian
farmers. Sylvia Minnick
notes in Samfow that by
1900 Terminous had a
population of 750---all of
them Chinese. A 1904 map
indicates seven Chinese
settlements within a three
mile radius of Terminous.
Named for the worker
companies that occupied
these sites, the camps
included: Dick How, Gee
Fung, Hong Wah, Hop

Goon, Lee Vooh, Mow
Sang, and Sang Wah.
After 1905 two factors
inﬂuenced a move south
from Terminous onto
Roberts Island and the
Jones Tract. Bouldin
Island experienced severe
ﬂooding in 1904 and again
in 1907. These ﬂoods
permanently shut down
Hickmott’s plantation
and cannery. In addition,
the Delta potato boom
began at this time. The
workers soon realized
they could earn 7 cents
per sack of potatoes and
they could ﬁll about 20
sacks in a day working
sun up to sun down. This
would give them a wage
of about $35.00 a month
which was a good wage
for the time. So next time
you are relaxing at MWYC
think about how it must
have looked when it was a
cannery and an asparagus
plantation. Thank you San
Joaquin Historic society
for the information.
Cheers,
Shelia

p9

The QUIET HAILER

more online at www.srbcnc.org

Before ST. PATRICK’S DAY CRUISE at Marina West
Jerry and I would like
to Thank the Sea Ray
Boat Club of Northern
California, for letting us
host this year’s St Patrick
Cruise. This Cruise has
sentimental meaning to
us, as it was the ﬁrst cruise
Jerry and I hosted for
SRBCNC back in 2004- It
was also at Tower Park
with Dinner at Sunset Bar
and Grill- call it coming
“Full Circle” or Déjà vu
but here we are again.
The gods blessed us with
some “Awesome” weatherno wind and no fog- How
much better could we
have done when placing
the order for a perfect
weekend?
Yes, there was some drama
on Friday, will we waited
for the Fleet to start
arriving, Frank Champion
apparently found the
“Doug Murray Sandbar”
located at Little Potato
Slough. The good news
is that it appears to have
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been no damage to the
boat and Frank was able
to arrive at the Dock,
about Midnight on Friday,
after the “incoming” tide
broke him lose. Deanna
Curley provide some
entertainment when she
came in with her expert
handling of the helm.
Many of the Marina West
Members watched from
the bar window as she
spun the boat around and
side tied to Sea Wench,
asking the question- “Tina
who is that Skipper…she
did not seem to have
any concerns handling
the boat?” To which I
replied proudly—“That’s
my Skipper from the Bay
Cruise she is GREAT!”
The Fleet that arrive
on Friday included Toy
yot, Plan B, Sea Wench,
In His Time, Lewis Sea
and Deana Dream. The
remaining that arrive on
Saturday were R Karma
(with Tom and Cindy

Rasler as their guest while
their boat is in dry dock),
Bom Vida and Coventina.
They all arrived safe and
with the boating skills that
the SRBCNC is known for.
Good job Skippers!!!
We enjoyed Burrito Bar
Dinner on Friday Night,
which was cooked by Rear
Commodore of Marina
West YC- Ben Penn . After
dinner many of us took
our drinks and retired to
the Patio and enjoyed
the “Fire Pit” that was
burning. Watching the
lights on the highway,
looking out over the water
way and catching up with
each other provided a
wonderful evening.
Saturday events included
Board Meeting on Plan
B followed by General
Meeting out on the Dock
with refreshments. Down
at Rosa’s Restaurant music
began playing, roar of
continued on page 12
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Before ST. PATRICK’S DAY CRUISE at Marina West
continued from page 10
motor cycles and of
course a few “go” fast
boats arriving to pay
tribute to Wound Warriors
of America. A few of us
walked down to donate to
the cause and enjoy some
tunes.
(A few of Marina West YC
Members were winners
at the Silent Auction
including South West
Airline Cards, Tony Stewart
Signed Car Door and Gucci
Watch) During the day we
were visited by members
who dropped by to say
hi… Tom Jones, Micki and
Denny Jensen, and Ernie
Macintyre. Al Torres had
his cousin Kathy and her
husband as guests on
his boat for the weekend.
(Sunday Morning EARLY
Al became a grandfather
for the sixth time- he was
busy in the morning “text
lobbying” for naming the
little guy Albert Joseph
aka Big Al- I believe his
texts where going un
answered lol)
SRBCNC had potential
new members - Ken and
Thea Sheppard join the
cruise, not only are they
new boat owners but
they are also neighbors
of Mary and Skip Switzer.
They arrived early on
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Friday and we had a nice
time visiting with them.
I saw Bruce Curley in
conference with Ken on
Sunday at Ken’s helm,
giving him so boating
wisdom I am sure.
We have many members
who chose to “Drive In”
to the cruise on Saturdaybattling the Highway
12 traffic issue and B &
W Bridge Construction.
My Drive Ins were Suzie
Burger, Robert and Maria
Gianelli, Keith and Debbie
Kleppe, Ken and Kathy
Higgins, Linda and George
Overrose , Doug and
Jeanie Murray and Shirley
Burror.
Saturday Night Dinner was
Corn Beef and Cabbage
etc with lots of St Patrick
Day Decorations and
many club members
came sporting their own
greenery. After Dinner
and Dessert we played
a game of Right –LeftCenter which was enjoyed
by all as always with lots
of laughing. Tom and
Cindy Rassler where the
winners of the 50/50
drawing (this is their
second time winner- they
also won at the Lobster
Feed at Marina West YC
had last year) Many of
us ended the night back
out on the Patio – again

enjoying the ﬁre, lights
on the high way and life
in general. I do not have
the exact time when
everyone retired, but
when Jerry and I turned
out the lights at 12:30
AM , I saw Ken Humphrey
and Suzie Burger in deep
conversation on the dock.
(This was after Al Torres
had locked Suzie out of
Bom Vida lol)
Sunday Morning we rose
to wonderful weather- no
fog and no wind – enjoyed
some coffee and breakfast
and few more laughs.
Then it was time to start
sending the Fleet back to
their home ports and so
the party began to break
up around 11 am. (This
was a good thing because
the wind did pickup in the
afternoon around 1 or 2
pm, it was just a breeze
but we know how fast that
can change)
No cruise is done without
help, so I want to Thank
Sue Vineyard- Helping
with Ideas for games
and prizes, preparing the
envelopes and collecting
fees, keeping the report
and count straight
during our add -ons
and cancellations that
occurred during the
continued on page 14
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Before ST. PATRICK’S DAY CRUISE at Marina West
continued from page 12
weekend and helping with
decorations and taking
pictures. Judy Dretzka for
making the Saturday Night
Dessert and helping with
Sunday Breakfast
Jerry for overseeing the
docking along with a
hand from Ken Humphrey
and Port Captain from
Marina West YC Bruce

Gordon. I also had many
members of Marina West
YC that helped me with
decorations, preparing
and serving meals and
bartending- so thank you
to them all too.
Stay safe and hope to see
you next month at Grind
Stone Joes.
Live, Love and Laugh
Jerry and Tina Tremain

From the Wheel

Vice Commodore SUE HALLING
continued from page 7
mildew Curt found on the
bottom of our old mattress
and the vinyl cover.
I brought this up to a
couple friends in our club
and they were all aware of
this issue and they took
care of it in numerous
ways. Curt recommended
we air out the mattress
by tilting it up on some
sort of container for a
long weekend every few

p14

months. One other club
member found a moisture
absorbing paper at one
of the local marine stores
and one other “do it
yourselfer” said to just
take a cardboard box,
collapse it and put it
between the bottom of
the mattress and the vinyl
cover. This will absorb the
moisture and no more
mildew. Well, we’ll get our
new mattress before the

Grindstone Joes cruise, so
I’ll update more after that.
Well, I’m off to pack for
my next water adventure,
this time a business trip.
Think this might be next
month’s water adventure,
as it is made up of only
islands.
Vice Commodore standing
by on 71…
Susan
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Ed & Tech Director

Steve Salzman
systems and works with
any micron size ﬁlter
element.

Every so often some
new piece of boating
equipment comes along
that I ﬁnd interesting or
useful. While browsing the
November/December 2014
issue of Passage Maker
Magazine I spotted an item
in the classiﬁeds that is
both. The manufacturer
calls this item an R2D2
Racor Filter Gauge. It
replaces the T-handle
that holds the lid on the
Racor ﬁlter canister. As
the name suggests, it has
a differential pressure
(vacuum) gauge built into
the top of the T-handle
and it indicates when it is
time to replace the ﬁlter
cartridge. It is designed
to ﬁt the Racor Series
500/900/1000 ﬁlter

The T-Handle Vacuum
Restriction Indicator
monitors the diesel ﬁlter’s
condition as the ﬁlter ﬁlls
with contaminants. To
install, simply remove
the existing t-handle
on the top of the ﬁlter
canister and replace
with the R2D2. There is
nothing to assemble and
comes complete with the
proper O-ring. When the
yellow internal indicator
approaches the red zone
it means that your diesel
engine’s lift pump is
working against a 10” Hg
vacuum (a clogged ﬁlter)
and it is time to change
the ﬁlter. The gauge can
be read anytime, even

days after the engine is
shut off. After replacing
the ﬁlter and re-installing
the gauge, reset theR2D2
gauge by pressing the
reset button on top. It
takes the guesswork out of
fuel ﬁlter maintenance and
maximizes ﬁlter life. When
ﬁtted with a new ﬁlter,
the gauge can also assist
in diagnosing other fuel
related problems such as
collapsed fuel lines, closed
fuel valves or a clogged
fuel pickup. Check it out at
www.RacorGauge.com.
In closing, I will offer a tip.
After replacing the fuel
ﬁlter, before you place the
lid back on, make sure that
the fuel level is up to the
top of the ﬁlter element.
This insures that all of the
element’s surface area is
ﬁltering fuel. If the fuel
level is only halfway to the
top of the ﬁlter, you are
only utilizing half of the
ﬁlter
See you downriver!
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April BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS
04/06 Frank CHAMPION
04/08 Shirley BURROR
04/13 Reni DELLA MAGGIORE
04/15 Don PHILLIPS
04/24 Rick MYERS
04/24 Roy VINYARD
04/28 Larry TORES

MATES
04/01 Janet ROBINSON
04/05 Micki JENSEN
04/05 Joyce PROVENCHER
04/07 Lisa HELLER
04/29 DeDe SALZMAN
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PICYA Delegate

ROY VINYARD

Spring has sprung and
it feels like boating
season is in full swing for
SRBCNC! As we navigate
the beautiful waters of
the Delta, we notice fewer
hyacinths, BUT....if we
can see them, they are
still alive! As has been
reported by numerous
sources, spraying has
begun for both the water
hyacinth and egeria densa.
DWR is concentrating on
areas with the heaviest
infestations as well as the
“nurseries”, areas where
the hyacinth seems to
grow really well. At this
time, it has been reported
that the spraying will
continue until November.

Roger Kelly continues to
send out updates through
his contacts and everyone
is encouraged to attend
meetings, send comments,
send photos of infested
areas, etc. in an attempt to
keep the DWR on top of
the problem. At a recent
meeting in Discovery
Bay, it became very clear
that many of the current
efforts are a direct result
of people sharing their
concerns. Good job
boaters!

copy. Our annual donation
to RBOC and Restore the
Delta have been made.
Thanks for marking
your preference on your
registration.

PICYA continues to
promote Opening Day on
the Bay, April 26. Many
of you will be attending
the SRBCNC cruise to
Grindstone Joe’s, but if
you’re interested, all the
information is on the
PICYA website. Opening
Day hosted by Stockton
Yacht Club is on April 11.

By the time you receive
this, Easter will have come
and gone - wishing you a
blessed holiday!

The comment period has
passed for the proposed
Delta Dams on False River,
Steamboat and Sutter
sloughs. Hopefully the
powers that be will heed
the voice of the people
and order EIRs before
proceeding with this
project.

In His Time,
Roy

Yachting yearbooks have
been ordered, so please
let me know if you are
interested in receiving a
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