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2015 Calendar of Events
Date

Cruises & Events

Location

Leader

Crew

Jan 24
Feb 13-15
Mar 13-15
Apr 24-26
May 22-25
Jun 19-21
Jul 3-5
Jul 31 – Aug 1&2
Sep 4-7
Sep 12-19
Oct 9-10
Oct 30 – Nov 1
Nov 26-29
Dec 31 - Jan 1

Change of Watch
Sweetheart Cruise
Before St. Patrick’s Day
Same As It Ever Was
Memorial Day
Summer Solstice
4th of July
August Float Cruise
Circle of Fun
Bay Cruise
Commodore’s Mystery
Halloween
Thanksgiving Cruise
New Year’s Cruise

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s
Mildred
Lost Slough
Mandeville
Little Mandeville
Mildred
SF Bay
???
Stockton Yacht Club
Village West
Marina West YC

Humphrey
Higgins
Tremain’s
Ken Humphrey
Palomino’s
Rasler’s
Hallings
Burger
Kelly’s
Heller
Humphrey
Palomino
Lewis & Kelly
Tremain’s & Dretzka’s

Curley, Rasler, Overose, Lewis
Hands, Vineyards
Kelly, Hand, Vinyard, Calvino
Salzman, Kelly, Humphrey
Calvin, Kelly, Hand, Phillips
Heller, Jensen, Hand, Kelly, Burger
Hand
Circle Crew
Lewis, Torres, Burger, Salzman
Hand, Calvino, Kelly, Vinyard
Kelly, Humphrey, Rasler
Overose

2015 General Meetings
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s

1/24
2/14
3/14
4/25

May
June
July
Aug

Mildred Island
Lost Slough
?
Little Mandeville

5/24
6/20
?
8/1

Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Mildred Island
Mystery Cruise
? Roast ?
Marina West

9/7
10/31
?
1/1

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2014 Officers & Directors
Commodore ...........................Ken Humphrey
Vice Commodore ................... Susan Halling
Rear Commodore....................... Shelia Kelly
Immed. Past Commodore ...... Sue Vinyard
Secretary ..................................... Elaine Lewis
Treasurer ................................... Shirley Burror
Cruises ............................................... Tina Hand
Membership................................... Jude Miller
This Months Photo Credits

Bruce Curley, Jack & Elaine Lewis, Craig & Suze
Burger

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Suze Burger, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2015 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

Public Relations .......................... Dave Heller
Ed & Tech................................. Steve Salzman
Programs & Meetings...............Betty Calvin
Editor ............................................. Suze Burger
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate .......................... Roy Vinyard
Storekeeper ........................... Debbie Kleppe

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information may be
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Jude Miller
at membership@srbcnc.org or download an application from
www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our
Public Relations Director Dave Heller at pr@srbcnc.org.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore KEN HUMPHREY

Another month, another
chance to hang out with
friends on a cruise out.
Really good attendance
and weather that
cooperated, made for
good times. Thanks to all
that came in boat boat or
by car!
We had new members
(Ken and Thea Shepard)
come to the cruise. It’s
always nice to get new
people involved and I
hope they had great fun.
We also will have new
members Scott and Mary
Hamrick at the Memorial
Day cruise. Scott and
Mary are new to the delta
so lend a hand in getting
them familiar with these
waterways.
It’s great seeing new

members come in and
it’s very hard seeing long
time members selling their
boats. We take for granted
that the group will always
be together but people do
sell their boats and move
to new adventures. Kent
and Kate Higgins just sold
their boat so I hope they
stay members and come
out and visit as drive-ins
or guests on another boat.
We will miss having Pick
Pocket out with us!

Until we untie the lines
again,
Ken

By the time this Hailer
is sent out, we will have
the results for the vote
to purchase a drone. I
have a line on a couple of
waterproof drones that
will make it much less
stressful to operate on the
water. These can actually
be tossed into the water
and can take off and land
in the water.
This month’s helpful link is
one of the drone options
we are looking at. Take a
look and any feedback is
always appreciated!
www.aquacopters.com
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore SUE HALLING
the room.

This month I was fortunate
to travel with our Rear
Commodore Shelia. For
those who don’t know me,
I travel a lot for work & this
month’s business trip was
to Hawaii. I normally travel
alone, so this was a treat
being able to share some
of my favorite places in
Oahu.
We were fortunate to stay
right on Waikiki Beach in
one of the ﬁnest resorts
available. We were in a
great room overlooking
the grounds with a view of
the ocean. The sea birds
were real friendly and liked
our verandah, we had to
constantly make sure we
closed the sliding door as
they just walked right into

Shelia & I did some work,
but we did have some
downtime, in fact we had
the best “happy hours”
ever! We spent some time
touring the island. One of
my favorite tours is the
boat ride out to the USS
Arizona and the many
museums surrounding
it. It doesn’t matter how
many times I’ve toured the
USS Arizona, I’m always
amazed and overwhelmed
by its presence. We also
toured the USS Bowﬁn, a
World War II submarine.
I’m always fascinated with
how small the quarters
are below deck and how
many men survived living
in those quarters.

a ceremony to mark the
official beginning. In
modern days they blow
the PÚ to say goodbye at
sunset, to end the day and
say Mahalo.
I say Mahalo for all of my
many friends and good
fortune.
I’m off to pack for my next
water adventure. This next
time it’ll be back to the
east coast.
Vice Commodore standing
by on 71…
Susan

There’s something about
the sound of the ocean
that tends to calm people.
Another sound that I
always hear in Hawaii is
the sound of the conch
shell being blown, which
is called PÚ in Hawaiian.
Blowing the PÚ is
sometimes used before
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ϰ ŽĨ:h>zZh/^͊
Location: South of Mandeville Tip across San Joaquin
Come join us. Guaranteed a good time. Dust off your BBQ and rev up your Dinghies.
Toy yoT will be on station 1 JULY. I am sure that I won’t be alone, but the more the merrier.
Although the 4th is a Saturday this year, because of where we have chosen to anchor, I don’t
believe that space will be an issue.
Please plan on a bow and stern anchor with a single trip line. The trip line will help us two fold,
it will identify to others that we have anchors down and it will help in pulling anchors upon
departure. Trip line should be a float, 30 feet of line and a carabineer. Please have spring lines
for both sides.
Cruise Crew: Heller, Jensen, Hand, Kelly, and Burger
No Dinghy parade, No Cruise Dues, No board meeting, No General meeting, No
commemorative T-shirts
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore SHELIA KELLY

Our Weekend at
Grindstone Joes was
STELLAR. We enjoyed
wonderful weather with a
gift from Mother Nature
of rain late Fri Night.
Saturday was sunny and
we were able to walk
around the island and
enjoy its beauty before our
amazing dinner and movie
night prepared by Kens
Crew. I was told the island
sinks about an inch every
year. Some of you may
know the BBQ pits are the
second ones built on top
of the original ones. The
island was established by
squatters’ rights around
1906 by a man named Joe
Atello, who jumped ship in
SF from the Chilean Navy.
Joe showed up in a sail
rigged rowboat, he told his
boating friends. He netted
for ﬁsh and would sell his
catch in local markets with
his partner who he found
was skimming proﬁts, so
Joe demanded the man
get off his island, but not
before the man broke the

indispensable grinding
wheel. This fragment
became a symbol of
Joe’s integrity and later
the association’s name.
Joe worked with shovel
and wheelbarrow to
build up his island and
most importantly, create
a roadway link between
the island and the levee.
He planted trees and
snagged ﬂoating timbers
to create the ﬁrst docks
which attracted boaters
starting in the late 20’s.
Joe was very stern about
whom he would allow to
dock. He had rules which
he insisted be observed
or one could forget about
returning. He disliked
sailboats, but loved his
dogs. Joe was a stickler
for good conduct. He kept
his island immaculate and
ruled it as a patriarch. A
“benevolent dictator”,
he was proud of his little
kingdom, reportedly
taking in no more that
$200 per month from the
boaters he deigned to
admit to his few docks. By
1929, about nine power
boats regularly docked at
his island in the summer.
With the onset of WWII
his regular visitors vowed
to return, but on July 31,
1944 Joe was stricken
on the road and died. He
was buried by his friends,
grindstone founders.
Following the war, many
of the same boaters
returned and organized

what later became
the Grindstone Joe
Association. Today Joe
would be right there with
us defending his home
against the proposed
twin tunnels. Scientist
have refused permits so
the Governor is changing
the name to *California
Water ﬁx and *California
Eco Restore. The new
maneuver ignores the
judgment of the National
Academy of Sciences
(NAS), Delta Independent
Science Board (DISB),
and Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
after scientiﬁc reviews
that the tunnels project
didn’t meet minimum
Endangered Species Act
(ESA) and Clean Water
Act (CWA) standards.
Don’t be fooled by the
new name. Learn More
www.restorethedelta.org
Cheers,
Shelia
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Same As It Ever Was Cruise
16 chickens (quartered),
2 gallons of baked beans,
3 gallons of potato salad,
6 loaves of french bread,
2 trays of salad mix, 4
bottles of dressing, 2
batches of my home made
BBQ sauce, 10 dozen eggs,
10 lbs of sausage, 10 lbs
of bacon, 8 packages of
english muffins, 1.2 handles
of vodka, 3 magnums of
champagne, 2 gallons of
juice, 4 containers of Craig
& Al’s Bloody Mary mixes,
and about 10 bags of
popcorn later, the “Same
As It Ever Was Cruise” is in
the bag!
Some feared the weather,
some worried about
docking but everyone
had a good time! A big
shout out to the crew Bob
Calvin (dock master and
griller extraordinaire), Dan
Hand (movie producer,
pork cooker and jack of
all trades), Roy Vinyard
(dock hand and money
manager), Roger Kelly
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(Yoda), Craig Burger and
Al Torres (Mixologists)
for making everything
happen! A special thank
you to Bruce Curley for
bringing in his great
equipment for our
enjoyment.
Friday began early with
Calvino arriving before
9:30AM to great the early
arrivers. We soon had half
of the 23 boats secured
and deck chairs coming
out onto the dock for
relaxing conversation.
By the end of the day
we had Calvino, PLAN
B, Lew Sea, Spare Time,
In His Time, Toy yoT, Sea
Wench, Deanna’s Dream,
Great Escape, Alexa IV,
Vanilla Float, Happy Ours,
Sea Raygeous, Priscilla E,
Nordic Strummer, Bom
Vida, Absolut Getaway,
Déjà vu Again, Coventina,
Sea Champ, Naut Home
and Judede all secured.
Endless Weekend slipped
in Saturday morning after

staying on Bom Vida
Friday night.
Friday night was low key
with a BBQ ﬁred up so
people can burn their
meat, casual dining on the
deck or on the boats and
a cast of a few staying late
into the night when the
rain started and cleaned
up the air. Saturday
morning, the air was fresh,
the sun was shining and
we were ready to open
for business at the Bloody
Mary/Mimosa bar. Betty
Calvin had arranged
for vessel inspections
and all that participated
passed with ﬂying colors!
We had a few drive-ins
including Ernie & Dana,
Doug & Jeanie as well as
Tom & Cindy just in time
for Tom’s line braiding
class. There were many
participants trying to learn
what Tom was teaching.
Some got it, some didn’t
but all had fun trying.
continued on page 12

more online at www.srbcnc.org

The QUIET HAILER

Same As It Ever Was Cruise

p11

The QUIET HAILER

more online at www.srbcnc.org

Same As It Ever Was Cruise
continued from page 10
All but Tom came out
unscathed (a nasty cut
on the ﬁnger right at the
start) and hopefully will
practice up!
Time for dinner and the
crew came together nicely.
The chicken was met with
rave reviews, fresh grilled
garlic bread was devoured
and everyone seemed
quite satisﬁed when the
feature ﬁlm began. It was
so much fun watching
Young Frankenstein
again, and even more fun
watching people trying to
contain themselves when
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the next line was about
to be spoken (yes Micki,
I am referring mainly to
you)! Popcorn, cocktails,
friends with smiling faces
all having a great time at
a great venue. Maybe a
return visit next year is in
order?
Sadly, Sunday morning
came which means time
to leave, right? Nope!
Breakfast was served
after we received help
from Kathy, Betty, Shirley
and others. Thanks ladies
for the help! Nothing like
eggs, bacon, sausage and
English muffins to ﬁll you

up for the trip back to the
slip. I believe this cruise
stood up well to the 2013
Diva Cruise, what next
ladies???????
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Same As It Ever Was Cruise

New Members:
Brian & Melissa Scully
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SAVE THE DATE
Sept. 4-7 2015

22nd Annual
CIRCLE OF FUN

You will need:
ϰ &ĞŶĚĞƌƐ
ϴ͟ĚŝĂ͘&ŽƌďŽĂƚƐƵŶĚĞƌϯϱŌ͖
At
10” for larger boats
ϭ^ƚĞƌŶ>ŝŶĞ 10’-15’ for all boats
ϮƐƉƌŝŶŐ>ŝŶĞƐ30’ min. for boats
ƵŶĚĞƌϯϱŌ͖ϰϬ͛ĨŽƌůĂƌŐĞƌďŽĂƚƐ
ϭŽǁůŝŶĞϮϬ͛ŵŝŶ͘ĨŽƌďŽĂƚƐƵŶĚĞƌϯϱŌ͖
30-35’ for larger boats
ŽǁĂŶĐŚŽƌ120’ min. of line
or 100’chain

'574';17*#8'%*'%-'&#..
5;56'/5n5722.+'5X9'#4'106*'
*11-(146*'0':6I/106*5T
*''45X'#4%1//1&14'

FOR SALE
MERCURY MARINE
4 STROKE 6 HP OUTBOARD MOTOR
$950.00

ZODIAC HIGH PRESSURE FLOOR INFLATABLE BOAT
10 FOOT, PORTABLE WITH CARRY BAG AND PUMP
$650.00

559-592-4559 OR 559-799-6575
JOHN OR PRISCILLA COFFEY
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Ed & Tech Director

Steve Salzman
with and whistle and a
bell. Vessels of less than
12 meters in length are not
required to be equipped
with whistles or bells, but
must carry some means of
making an efficient sound
signal.

When meeting or
overtaking other vessels,
particularly in the narrow
channels we cruise it is
important to convey your
intentions in advance, so
the other skipper knows
what you intend. This is
accomplished by the use
of sound signals.
The governing regulations
for operating in inland
waters are found in the
Inland Navigation Rules
Act of 1980 (effective
12/24/1981) and deﬁnes
the term “whistle” as any
sound signaling appliance
capable of producing
the prescribed “blasts”.
Sea Rays come equipped
with electric horns for
producing the prescribed
signals. A short blast has
duration of one second
and a prolonged blast has
duration of 4 to 6 seconds.
For Inland waters, Rule
33 requires a vessel of 12
meters (39.4 ft.) or more
in length, to be equipped

Power-driven vessels
underway, in sight of one
another, and within onehalf mile of meeting or
crossing, shall indicate a
maneuver by signaling.
One short blast means
that you intend to pass
on their starboard side
and two short blasts
means that you intend to
pass on their port side.
If the other vessel is in
agreement (meaning
they understand your
intentions) they answer
with the same signal and
take the necessary steps
to effect a safe passing.
When overtaking another
power-driven vessel, signal
your intentions with one
short blast, meaning that
you intend to overtake
and pass them on their
starboard side, or with two
short blasts, meaning that
you intend to overtake
and pass them on their
port side. The vessel
you intend to overtake
should, if in agreement,
sound a similar signal.
If either vessel fails to
understand the intentions
of the other, or is in doubt
there is sufficient action

being taken by the other
vessel to avoid a collision,
the vessel in doubt shall
sound the danger signal;
ﬁve short and rapid blasts
of the whistle. When in
sight of another vessel
underway, if you operate
your main engines in
reverse, signal that by
three short blasts of your
horn.
When nearing a bend
or an area of a channel
or a fairway where sight
of other vessels may be
obscured, you shall sound
one prolonged blast. This
signal shall be answered
with a prolonged blast
by any approaching
vessel that may be within
hearing. Also, when
leaving a dock or a berth,
you should sound one
prolonged blast.
See you down river!
Steve
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May BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS
05/09 Paul SHARPS
05/18 Ken HUMPHREY
05/28 Jude MILLER
05/28 Ken SHEPARD

MATES
05/08 Jeanie MURRAY
05/09 Marilyn CUPPLES
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PICYA Delegate

ROY VINYARD
stating opposition to the
project. Call Jerry or Diane
or Mr. Mc Nerney, once a
week. Let them know this
is still a big water grab.
This is an important issue
that we need to continue
to put down.

Opening Day has come
and gone, welcome to
May. This time last year we
were writing letters and
sending in our comments
opposing the BDCP. It
worked! The BDCP is no
more. Hooray!!!!!! Not so
fast...tricky Jerry has just
renamed it to “California
Water Fix” and “California
Eco Restore.”
This separating of the
tunnel project from the
conservation of the Delta
allows him to use Prop 1
funds for use on the tunnel
project, He wants to have
the project permitted by
2016. What can we do?
Write a letter to Mr. Brown

Faced with potentially
insufficient water
supplies to repel salinity
in the Sacramento- San
Joaquin Delta, the DWR,
in consultation with
federal and state water
and wildlife agencies,
is moving to install an
emergency, temporary
rock barrier across west
False River. In-water work
is expected to begin
on or about May 7. The
temporary barrier will be
removed in November.

about possible dates you
have in mind. Sea Ray
Boat Club is a cruising
club with skippers and
mates who love boating in
the California sun.
The June delegate
meeting is at Half Moon
Bay Yacht Club... time for
the white uniforms again!
In His Time,
Roy

On another note, have you
thought about an idea
for a cruise? It’s not to
early to brainstorm about
a theme or destination
for next year. Check with
PICYA clubs and inquire
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