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2015 Calendar of Events
Date

Cruises & Events

Location

Leader

Crew

Jan 24
Feb 13-15
Mar 13-15
Apr 24-26
May 22-25
Jun 19-21
Jul 3-5
Jul 31 – Aug 1&2
Sep 4-7
Sep 12-19
Oct 9-10
Oct 30 – Nov 1
Nov 26-29
Dec 31 - Jan 1

Change of Watch
Sweetheart Cruise
Before St. Patrick’s Day
Same As It Ever Was
Memorial Day
Summer Solstice
4th of July
August Float Cruise
Circle of Fun
Bay Cruise
Commodore’s Mystery
Halloween
Thanksgiving Cruise
New Year’s Cruise

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s
Mildred
Lost Slough
Mandeville
Little Mandeville
Mildred
SF Bay
???
Stockton Yacht Club
Village West
Marina West YC

Humphrey
Higgins
Tremain’s
Ken Humphrey
Palomino’s
Rasler’s
Hallings
Burger
Kelly’s
Heller
Humphrey
Palomino
Lewis & Kelly
Tremain’s & Dretzka’s

Curley, Rasler, Overose, Lewis
Hands, Vineyards
Kelly, Hand, Vinyard, Calvino
Salzman, Kelly, Humphrey
Calvin, Kelly, Hand, Phillips
Heller, Jensen, Hand, Kelly, Burger
Hand
Circle Crew
Lewis, Torres, Burger, Salzman
Hand, Calvino, Kelly, Vinyard
Kelly, Humphrey, Rasler
Overose

2015 General Meetings
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr

Pittsburg YC
Willow Berm
Marina West YC
Grindstone Joe’s

1/24
2/14
3/14
4/25

May
June
July
Aug

Mildred Island
Lost Slough
?
Little Mandeville

5/24
6/20
?
8/1

Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Mildred Island
Mystery Cruise
? Roast ?
Marina West

9/7
10/31
?
1/1

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2014 Officers & Directors
Commodore ...........................Ken Humphrey
Vice Commodore ................... Susan Halling
Rear Commodore....................... Shelia Kelly
Immed. Past Commodore ...... Sue Vinyard
Secretary ..................................... Elaine Lewis
Treasurer ................................... Shirley Burror
Cruises ............................................... Tina Hand
Membership................................... Jude Miller
This Months Photo Credits

Bruce & Deanna Curley, Ken & Kathy Humphrey,
Craig & Suze Burger

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Suze Burger, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2015 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

Public Relations .......................... Dave Heller
Ed & Tech................................. Steve Salzman
Programs & Meetings...............Betty Calvin
Editor ............................................. Suze Burger
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate .......................... Roy Vinyard
Storekeeper ........................... Debbie Kleppe

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information may be
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Jude Miller
at membership@srbcnc.org or download an application from
www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our
Public Relations Director Dave Heller at pr@srbcnc.org.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore KEN HUMPHREY

Memorial Day is always a
great time to meet with
friends and have a great
time. Each year, Gene
Bolton reminds us to
remember what Memorial
Day is really supposed to
be about. The cruise to
Mildred this year was no
different and “Popeye”
went to the effort of
putting together a nice
presentation as well as
a history lesson about
an early American Naval
event. We can all learn
from stories such as this
as well as remembering
that it’s not just a 3-day
weekend, but a time to
reﬂect on those who lost
their lives protecting this
country. Thanks again
Gene!
It was great to be out on

the hook again and hang
out with good friends, new
friends (Scott Landcastle
and Mary Hamrick). It
made me think back to
when Kathy and I ﬁrst
joined the club and
attended our ﬁrst cruise
at Mandeville in 2010. We
were made to feel very
welcome and I hope we
are representing the club
in the same manner by
making sure new members
feel at least as welcome
as we did. Scott and Mary
are a great addition to
this club so if you have
not met them yet, make
a point of talking to them
at upcoming events! Both
were in the US Navy so the
Memorial Day presentation
allowed them to see what
the values are within the
SRBCNC family.
A group of us took a
dinghy trip to The Rusty
Porthole on Sunday of the
Memorial Day Cruise and
I was very disappointed
with what I saw along the
banks of all of the sloughs
around Connection Slough
and the Little Mandeville

area. I took some photos
that I will be sending
to the Department of
Boating and Waterways
so maybe they can do
some remediation prior
to our August cruise to
Little Mandeville. We all
need to keep pressure
on all agencies involved
with keeping the hyacinth
under control so we don’t
need to attach weed
whackers to the front of
our boats! If you need
contact information for
these agencies, feel free to
ask me or Roger Kelly will
most likely be very eager
to share his contacts with
everyone.
This month’s helpful link
is for a simple device that
might save someone a lot
of expense or damage. The
product is called Seabung
and it allows you to block
water intrusion if you have
a hole or need to replace a
through hull ﬁtting. http://
www.seabung.com/
Until the lines are untied
again,
Ken
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore SUE HALLING
favorite seafood restaurant,
right on the oceanfront.
One thing I LOVE about the
Virginia Beach & Norfolk
area, is the plethora of
excellent restaurants,
especially seafood!!!

This month’s adventure
took me to Virginia Beach,
VA. This is basically where
I travel most of the year.
Flying into the Norfolk
airport reminds me of the
bay area. The city of Norfolk
is much smaller than San
Francisco, but the bays,
water inlets and oceanfront
is similar. The weather is
a little more extreme than
ours, as it’ll snow a little
during the winter and is in
the 90-100’s most of the
summer. The humidity is
what usually does me in!
I worked this trip so no
touring or boating. I did
have some free time on a
Saturday, so I contacted
Suze & Craig Burger’s
daughter Corinne, who lives
there now. I found out once
we met that she and I have a

So Corinne and I caught up
on many things, but most
importantly to me is how
she’s adjusting to living on
the east coast and being a
newlywed. Sounds like all is
going well and that she will
try to make the trip out to
the July 4th cruise. I really
love talking ﬁnances and
investing, so talking with
Corinne about her career
in ﬁnance was BEYOND
interesting to me.
A week back from my
business trip and it’s time
for the Memorial Day cruise.
I know that everyone is
going to talk about this
cruise for a long time. The
Memorial ceremony was
put on by Gene Bolton,
with Bob Calvin and Mike
Palomino assisting and ALL
the bugs! A big thank you
to Sue & Roy Vinyard for
bringing the long stemmed
roses, for all of us to ﬂoat

into the water, when
remembering a passed
veteran. One more thing,
ALL the bugs!!
At this cruise our new
members Mary & Scott were
introduced at our general
meeting. As you see from
the photo below, they ﬁt
right in relaxing on the
water. Their boat is behind
them, you’ll have to ask
them what their boat name
means.
Sunday a group of us
jumped into our dinghies
for lunch at the Rusty
Porthole. Only took 2 hours,
but everyone was happy
with their drinks and meals.
Thanks to all the dinghy
drivers that helped bring in
all 16 boats, drop anchors
and then retrieve anchors
at the end of the cruise. I
know Mike will write in his
article all his helpers, but
without the safety net of the
dinghies and the muscle,
our raft outs would be
difficult. Can’t wait for our
next cruise out.
Vice Commodore standing
by on 71…
Susan
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore SHELIA KELLY

Memorial Day is always such
an emotional event. You
are thinking about those
you have lost and those
who lost everything for us.
Even though you did not
know these strangers, you
love them and “THANK”
them along with your loved
ones for the price they paid
for our freedom. Weeks
before Memorial Day, you
see the Red, White and
Blue decorations at the
stores and you hope in your
heart that everyone will
remember, why we have the
day off from work. I know all
of you don’t just remember
on this one day, but
remember and appreciate
the sacriﬁces of others
every day. As Gene said on

Monday” I am so proud to
be part of such an Amazing
and Patriotic club”. Every
Service we have had, has
been Memorable, Moving
and Honorable. This year
Gene reminded us to
“persevere no matter what
the odds” He related a
part of history from1812,
July 16-19th. The USS
Constitution persevered by
launching small boats for
a towing operation called
kedging-carrying small
anchors ahead of the ship
to be dropped into the
coastal waters, and then
painstakingly using the
capstan to pull the ship
forward to the submerged
anchors. This was an
amazing story. I found the
2 photos I used for this
article at Sailingships.orgfrigate-USSConstitution.
It is my “Recommend
Read” I look forward to
the KenDrone so we can
video Gene’s services from
different angles in the
future. (We just have to
keep it out of Canon range)

I tried to get a picture
with my phone of the
beautiful Red of the roses
as they ﬂoated away with
a kiss, a tear and a prayer
beside the photograph of
my 2 dads I brought to
the Cruise. My eyes were
leaking so I couldn’t. It
was taken at the Naval
Training Center October
17 1945. One Biological
Father for 20 years and
one father by choice for 30
years. They were buddies
growing up and once in the
navy spent a lot of time
peeling potatoes for bad
behavior. One story from
my step father was “they
were loading a cargo net of
beer that accidentally got
stuck under the dock until
after the ship left. My real
father said the ship he was
on sunk and he lost every
worldly possession he had
at the time. He never would
elaborate, I can understand
why.
Cheers to Memories
Shelia
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2015 Memorial Day Cruise - Mildred Island
Memorial Day Cruise –
IMHO, another enjoyable,
relaxing cruise weekend. It
was a bit cool and windy
but still a good time on
the water. 17 boats in
attendance: Absolute
Getaway, Alexa IV, Calvino,
Cheryl Leigh, Coventina,
Deanna’s Dream, Great
Escape, Lady I, Lew Sea,
Plan B, Popeye, Savasana,
Sea Champ, Sea norita,
Spare Time, Toy yoT,
and Trow’s Nest. The
Heller’s and Hailing’s were
ﬁrst on scene providing
the location and great
anchoring. Once set up,
the rest of the ﬂotilla
arrived during the day
with Humphrey’s, Kelly’s,
and Salzman’s providing
anchor setting support,
thank you very much, as
well as the other members
that jumped in to help.
By Friday night all but
three boats were secured
in place. Come Saturday
morning we had our ﬁnal
arrivals with a salute ﬁring
(of my new cannon) to
Absolute Getaway as
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Craig announced their
intentions as “friendly”. A
general meeting was held
during the day and then
all continued on with the
usual socializing, visiting,
and libations aboard
various vessels. Sunday
was a day just to ﬂoat and
enjoy with friends as no
activities were planned.
There was a group of
dinghies that braved
the wind chop to Rusty
Porthole on Bethel Island
and enjoyed some “island
characters”. I understand
the food was good and
as always the people
watching was entertaining.
Come Monday morning we
prepped for Gene Bolton’s
Memorial presentation,
with Bruce providing the
music and PA system,
new member Scott raising
the ﬂag, and the special
arrival of In His Time for
the prayer and delivering
of roses. I want to
thank Gene for his time,
commitment, and true
dedication to providing
us all with this service. He

always provides us with
a reminder for those that
served and a bit of history
to relate the sacriﬁces of
so many.
The wind picked up just
in time for departures
starting before noon, so
instead of working from
both ends as intended
we worked from the
downwind side and got
everyone safely out in just
over an hour. Thank you
all for attending as that’s
what keeps this great club
going. Thanks for all the
help setting and pulling
anchors and securing the
raft up, and thank you for
all the other “extra stuff ”
done to provide enjoyable
time on the water with
friends. Until next time,
let’s all get out on the
water, be safe and have
fun.
Mike & Norma
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www.srbcnc.org
• Review the schedules and sign up for cruises,meetings and events
• Review photos of past cruises or post your cruise photos for the
membership to enjoy
• Post your thoughts or comments for other members on the
Community Forum
Fact is, SRBCNC.org is your best source for clubnews, documents,
boating aids, and more!
If you are a member and don’t already have your member access
info, or require any other assistance with the site, please contact
our Web Master Tom Jones webmaster@srbcnc.org.
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Ed & Tech Director

Steve Salzman

Upon returning from
the cruise to Grindstone
Joe’s, ALEXA IV’s port
transmission would not
engage reverse gear
consistently. It would
engage only once in 4
or 5 attempts and made
sterning into the slip a
little more challenging,
but fortunately without
incident. Once secured
with the mooring lines I
cycled the gears again just
to be sure the problem
was real and not imagined.
Forward engaged
normally, reverse engaged
inconsistently.
The ZFE 80IV series
transmissions aboard
are electrically actuated.
There are no cables from
the shift quadrant to the
transmissions. The shift
levers actuate electrical
switches which energize
solenoids on the hydraulic
pump valve body to direct
pressurized transmission
ﬂuid to engage either
the forward or reverse
gear clutches. My ﬁrst
thought was that the
shift lever/switch may

be out of adjustment. A
visual inspection revealed
nothing unusual. Checking
for continuity through
the port shift switches
indicated that they were
completing the electrical
circuit reliably. The
transmission ﬂuid checked
full, nice clear red color
and no burnt odor, which
led me to believe that it
was not a clutch slippage
issue. It was time to call
the experts.
I discussed the symptoms
and my ﬁndings with the
technician. He looked at
the ﬂuid level and color,
sniffed it and pulled
the ﬁlter and looked for
anything unusual. Nothing
was found. He ﬁred up the
port engine and conﬁrmed
that shifting to reverse
was erratic.
After making some
calls, he tried swapping
the hydraulic pumps
from port to starboard
to see if the problem
followed the swap. When
he removed the port
hydraulic pump/valve
body he found a problem.
The hydraulic pump is
driven by the tail shaft
that extends from the rear
of the transmission. On
that shaft are 3 sealing
rings (like piston rings)
in carefully machined
grooves. They have little
opposing ﬁngers that

lock them in place in the
grooves. Their purpose
is to hold in the pressure
created by the pump
which applies the force
to engage the forward
or reverse clutches.
They are machined to
exacting tolerances. Two
of the seals were worn
excessively. One was worn
to about half of its proper
thickness, which wore one
of the little ﬁngers away
and became unlocked.
The other was worn to
about two thirds of its
proper thickness, but the
ﬁngers were still holding.
The third ring showed no
appreciable wear.
Upon advice from
ZF transmission, the
technician veriﬁed that
there was no wear in the
shaft grooves or galling
where the seal rings ride
in the pump body. He
replaced the seal rings and
the pump body gasket.
Problem solved.
See you down river.
Steve
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May BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS
05/09 Paul SHARPS
05/18 Ken HUMPHREY
05/28 Jude MILLER
05/28 Ken SHEPARD

MATES
05/08 Jeanie MURRAY
05/09 Marilyn CUPPLES
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PICYA Delegate

ROY VINYARD

Hello fellow Sea Ray
Boaters. Camaraderie!
Some folks are heading
out to the bedrooms this
weekend, no special cruise,
just time on the water
with friends. Susan is busy
ﬁnishing her last week of
school, and we’ll be moving
her out of her classroom!
Not sure where we are
going to put everything!
The good news is she did
receive official news that her
Social Security application
has been approved. Whew!!!
I will not miss those late
nights waiting for her to
come to bed because she
is ﬁnishing report cards or
getting lessons ready for
the next day.

I enjoyed the Memorial Day
service and cruise, even if it
was only for the day. Thanks
Gene for helping us take
time to remember the fallen.
On the way home we had
to wait for a train before
the Orwood Bridge could
open. We joined several
other boats who were
waiting, and by the time the
bridge opened there were
12 boats all jockeying for
space to go through. Since
we were all headed back
to Discovery Bay, it was
nice that everyone pretty
much just fell into a line
cruising about 8 knots. Just
around the ﬁrst bend, a 32
Bayliner suddenly stopped
in the middle of one of
those narrow channels. We
passed slowly and asked if
they were ok. The captain
signaled they were dead
in they water and yes they
would love some help. One
boat stopped at the mouth
of the channel and held
out an orange ﬂag to signal
boaters to slow down and

take the outside slough to
pass. Another moved in
slowly to offer a tow. We
passed by and launched
the dinghy. So glad to have
that GHS lift! I was able to
pull the folks away from
the rocks and bring them a
line from the fellow boater
who was rigging to tow.
After they were under way
and a quick pick up of my
dinghy, we headed home.
That was some fun boating!
Camaraderie on the water,
sure wish all boaters were
as courteous.
Oh PICYA! I will be going to
Half Moon Bay Yacht Club
on Monday for updates.
California Coastal clean up
is scheduled for September
19 and the annual
Wheelchair Regatta is
September 26. More details
on both of these events on
the PICYA website. Looking
forward to a summer full of
boating adventures!
In His Time,
Roy
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