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2016 General Meetings (held 1:00pm Saturdays at cruises)

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2016 Offi  cers & Directors

Jan Marina West YC 1/2 May Discovery Bay 5/24 Sep Mildred Island 9/7
Feb San Joaquin YC 2/13 June Georgiana Slough 6/20 Oct Pittsburg 10/31
Mar Willow Berm Marina 3/19 July Hog Island 7/23 Nov Marina West YC 11/19
Apr Grindstone Joe’s 4/23 Aug Land Meeting TBD Dec ? ? 

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising 
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF 
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking 
place throughout  the delta. Membership information may be 
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Jude Miller 
at membership@srbcnc.org or download an application from 
www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our 
Public Relations Director Frank Ortega at happyours2001@yahoo.com.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.

This Months Photo Credits
Jack & Elaine Lewis, Roy & Sue Vinyard

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Suze Burger, Editor

P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org

The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with 
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation, 

any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2016 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

2016 Cruise Schedule
Date Cruises & Events Location Leader Crew

Dec 31 - Jan 2 New Year’s Cruise Marina West YC Tremain & Dretzka 
Feb 12-15 Valentine Cruise San Joaquin YC Skehan/Trowbridge Shepard, Vinyard
March 18-20 European Vacation Willow Berm Marina Murray Halling, Overose
April 22-24 Grindstone Joe’s Cruise Grindstone Joe’s Humphrey Burger, Trowbridge, Landcastle, Overose, Calvin
May 27-30 Memorial Day Discovery Bay Vinyard 
June 18-20 Moonshine Cruise Georgiana Slough Philips Rasler, Calvin, Landcastle, Vinyard
July 2-4 4th of July Mandeville Tip Halling Vinyard, Hand, Trowbridge
July 22-24 Piggy Cruise Hog Island Lewis Vinyard, Landcastle, Halling
Aug 12-14 Delta Floats Cruise Little Mandeville Burger Hand, Miller/Sans, Scully, Torres
Sept 3-5 Labor Day Mildred Island Humphrey, Trowbridge Kelly,Hand, Burger, Palamino, Landcastle
Sept 16-25 Bay Cruise San Francisco Bay Torres, Burger Salzman, Halling, Humphrey, Lewis, Murray, Heller
Oct 14-15 Commodore’s Mystery Cruise ??? Halling Humphrey, Trowbridge, Landcastle, Kelly, Miller/Sans
Oct 28-30 Halloween Pittsburg Overose Humphrey, Trowbridge, Vinyard
Nov 18-20 Roast Marina West YC Tremain Curley, Landcastle, Trowbridge, Humphrey
Dec 10 Christmas Party  Overose
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From the Bridge
Commodore  SUSAN HALLING

 This month I attended the 
Restore the Delta advocacy 
training, along with Vice 
Commodore Shelia. Shelia’s 
article this month will review 
what we learned.

Last month I reviewed the 
cruise part of our water 
adventure to Vancouver, 
BC. We added The Rocky 
Mountaineer train which had 
a pre-train ride opportunity 
to stay at the Fairmont Hotel 
Vancouver. It was BEYOND 
gorgeous and only a block 
walk to pick up the Hop-on 
Hop-off  bus. Last time I was 
in Vancouver was when we 
rented three 50’ power boats, 
along with 10 of our SRBCNC 
friends. John wanted to go 
back to Granville Island where 
we had rented those boats 
and see what’s available now. 
Also, we just HAD to visit the 
local Sea Ray dealership. 

The gates were locked where 
the rental boats were kept, 
so we opted to spend our 
time at M & P Marine, the 
local Vancouver Sea Ray 
dealership.  They couldn’t 
have been more gracious. 
We went into their offi  ces 
and introduced ourselves. 
Jeff  Coombs, one of the 

sales consultants, was very 
interested in hearing all 
about our club. They didn’t 
realize there were any private 
nonprofi t Sea Ray clubs. 
Seems they sell a lot of Sea 
Rays and they put out a 
newsletter to their clients and 
do annual cruise outs; but 
nothing as elaborate as ours! 
I promised to send him a 
Hailer and keep in touch. 

Jeff  walked us down to their 
docks and walked us through 
a couple of their new boats. 
First a 400SB, which we 
really didn’t like the color, 
but they did tweak a few 
things since we last walked 
through a new boat. One of 
my favorites was the 510DA, 
which had a bench seat for 
the pilots chair and it spun 
around to face the center of 
the boat, when socializing. 
Great thing about looking at 
a 510, when you own a 460, 
is that I realized there wasn’t 
much more room, so not 
worth the extra money. 

Next day we were picked up 
by the Rocky Mountaineer 
group and headed to the 
train station. We boarded our 
seats in the upper deck of 

the train and had fi rst class 
space and large over the 
top windows. I tried taking 
pictures while traveling 
through the Rockies, but 
there was just too much 
beauty in all directions to 
capture it. Our fi rst stop was 
in Kamloops, BC. They put us 
up in great hotels, close to 
the little town’s downtown 
area. I really think I like 
staying in hotels, VS sleeping 
on the train. The next day we 
traveled throughout more 
beautiful farmlands and many 
small towns. We ended the 
trip in Banff , a ski resort town. 
Our hotel was on the side of 
one of the many mountains 
there and our view again was 
breathtaking. The next day 
we were driven to Calgary 
airport, where we fl ew home.

We have fallen in love with 
western Canada and this 
last trip, off ered us the 
opportunity to see some of 
the inner locations. 

Commodore standing by on 
71…

 Susan
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From the Wheel
Vice Commodore SHELIA KELLY

 This was a busy week for 
community involvement. 
Thursday Susan Halling 
and I attended “Save the 
SF Bay-Delta” meeting 
from 3:30-5:30. We know 
the Delta is a very special 
place, but we learned we 
are only 1 of 2 inverted 
Deltas in the World. We 
were also reminded that 
30 years ago they were 
only supposed to take 
surplus water for the crops 
and keep fi elds fallowed 
if necessary, you used 
to drive down towards 
Southern California 
and see crops such as 
tomatoes and cotton not 
the permanent fi elds and 
groves of trees they have 
today. They have been 
taking 50-60% of the Delta 
water and research has 
shown you cannot remove 
more than 25% of water 
from an estuary to have 
it survive.  Please help us 
fi ght to protect our water 
quality. You can respond 
to newspaper articles 
about water, send letters 
to the editor, organize and 
attend Water authority 
meetings such as, Santa 

Clara valley, Kern County, 
San Luis Mendota. Sign up 
to receive the newsletters 
from www.restorethedelta 
and stay informed. Write 
and or Call the Governor 
and your state and federal 
elected offi  cials.  They 
have been fi ghting this 
fi ght for over 10 years and 
it is far from over. 

On a happier note. You 
can purchase Stockton 
Ports tickets for $10 
from Restore the Delta 
and $4.00 goes straight 
back to help the cause. I 
purchased 5 Yard signs 
while there and while I was 
on my way to volunteer 
at Pixie Woods annual 
fundraiser Friday night, I 
stopped and put up signs 
around the area. Pixie 
Woods amusement park 
has been a favorite of 
young in age and young 
at heart for over 60 years. 
This year was the 30th 
Annual Wine Tasting 
benefi t. I have volunteered 
for many years and enjoy 
watching young at heart 

people drink wine from 
our region which I might 
add if we don’t have Clean 
water to feed our grape 
vines, we have no wine, I 
don’t know of any Grape 
vines that would grow by 
being watered by the salty 
ocean water that keeps 
creeping into our delta 
due to lack of outgoing 
fl ow.  The Pixie Woods 
annual fundraiser has food, 
Wine, Beer and music by 
numerous musicians and 
all the amenities of the 
park without having little 
kids around, it is an event 
for 21 and older. The park 
off ers a Vintage merry go-
round, Pirate ships, slides, 
interactive areas, fi retruck, 
tree houses and a pixie 
train to ride around the 
lake, plus numerous photo 
opportunities and fun for 
all.

Cheers and Please go 
make a call right now to 
oppose the Tunnels and 
over pumping of the delta. 

 Shelia
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From the Deck
Rear Commodore GEORGE OVEROSE

The June cruise looked 
awesome from the 
pictures. Linda and I are 
sorry we had to miss 
the cruise due to her 
surgery. She stayed in the 
hospital for 5 day, and her 
recuperation is slow and 
she not able to walk the 
stairs yet. Her recovery 
time should be between 
4 to 12 weeks. Hopefully 

sooner, Linda said, I do not 
make  a good nurse. 

I found a little history 
about The Georgiana 
Slough. 

Georgiana Slough was fi rst 
used by steamboats in the 
19th century as a shortcut 
between Sacramento 
and Stockton. It is named 
after the Georgiana, the 
fi rst steamboat to use the 
route in April 1850.

Georgiana Slough, is a 
slough within Sacramento 
County, California. 
It is located in the 
Sacramento–San Joaquin 
River Delta, and links both 
the Sacramento River and 
the San Joaquin River 

above their confl uence in 
the Delta near Pittsburg, 
at the head of Suisun Bay, 
through its connection 
with the Mokelumne 
River. The entance to the 
slough on the Sacramento 
River is just below Walnut 
Grove, at 38°14’21”N 
121°30’59”W  /  38.23917°N 
121.51639°W  and runs 
between Tyler Island and 
Andrus Island to where 
it has its confl uence with 
the Mokelumne River at 
38°07’49”N 121°34’40”W  
/  38.13028°N 121.57778°W  
northwest of Bouldin 
Island just above that 
rivers confl uence with the 
San Joaquin River.

 George Overose

HILLBILLY SWEET TATERS  (Barbecued Apricots w/Honey Glaze)

12 whole fresh apricots
1/2 cup honey
1/2 cup steak sauce
Spike apricots on metal barbecue skewers. Mix 
honey and steak sauce to make a glaze. Place 
apricots on barbecue rack about 5 inches above 
medium-hot coals (or gas grill). Completely 
coat with glaze. Continue to glaze often turning 
regularly while browning, about 10 to 15 minutes 
or until done (but not so soft they fall of of the 
skewers).

Makes four servings.
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 I want to thank everyone 
who braved the near 
perfect weather to attend 
our Hillbilly/Moonshine 
cruise. With 30 knot 
winds the week prior to 
the cruise and notorious 
strong outgoing currents 
rafting up in the Georgiana 
Slough can be challenging 
to say the least. The winds 
died and the rafting crew 
headed by Tom Rasler did 
a fantastic job getting the 
boats in and secured.

The Hillbilly/Moonshine 
theme was also going 
to be shotgun wedding 
between Bob and Betty. 
A bachelor/bachelorette 
party around a roaring 
bonfi re was the perfect 
setting for a lot of funny 
stories about how couples 
met, other secrets were 
revealed and there were 
some pretty entertaining 
stories.

The shotgun wedding was 
scheduled for Saturday 
afternoon and the site 
was dolled up with an 
outhouse, wind chimes, 
a scarecrow and good 
music. All attendees 
dressed up in their best 
hillbilly attire. Mary 
ministered the vows and 
the Dudleys, Hands and 
Curleys renewed their 
vows. The best dressed 
couple at the event was 
Ian and Michelle with the 
Curleys taking a close 
second. Tin can wind 
chimes were awarded to 
the Hands, Humphreys and 
Kellys. Betty’s water broke 
at the completion of the 
ceremony and little??? was 
delivered on the spot.

Scott was in charge of 
the still and moonshine 
and brought a real still 
to the cruise. We had 
four diff erent types 
of moonshine for a 
sampling and I have to 
say I was successfully 
over served. Scott gave a 
demonstration of how the 
still worked using H20, it 
was all legal.

Possum sliders were 
served and easy to come 
by due to our close 
proximity to HWY #12. We 
also had beans and hocks, 
jalapeno potato salad, 
ceaser salad, cornbread 
and wedding cake.

Vessels that ventured 
up the river included: 
Cinbad, In His Time, 
Calvino, Lew Sea, Toy 
yot, Spare Time, Deja Vu 
Again, La Vita, Savasanna, 
Wine Down, Plan B, Mar 
Pacifi co, Deanna’s Dream, 
Coventina, Trow’s Nest. 
Cousin Mike and Cousin 
Norma set out for the 
fun in their jet boat and 
Cousin Bob and Cousin 
Cheryl happened upon 
the happy gathering by 
motorcar.

We broke it up Sunday 
and all went smoothly with 
Scott doing the heavy 
lifting and all Captains 
and crew doing a great 
job. I want to give special 
thanks to the crew of 
Raslers, Calvins, Vinyards, 
and Landcastle/Hamrick 
and all who attended.

 Don & Debbie

Debbie Phillips
Cruise Leader

Don Phillips
Cruise Leader
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Ed & Tech Director
Steve Salzman

This month is something 
a little diff erent and I will 
 share with you some of my 
favorite nautical quotes. 

“A lot of people ask me 
if I were shipwrecked, 
and could and only 
have one book, what 
would it be.  I always say 
‘How to Build a Boat.”                                                                                         
- Stephen Wright         

“The ocean has always been 
a salve to my soul…the thing 
for a cut or abrasion was to 
go swimming in salt water.  
Later down the road of life, 
I made a discovery that salt 
water was also good for 
the mental abrasions one 
inevitably acquires on land.”                                                                            
- Jimmy Buff et

“I want a boat that drinks 
6, eats 4, and sleeps 2.”                                                           
- Earnest K. Gann  

“Give a man a fi sh and 
feed him for a day. Give 
him a fi shing lesson and 
he’ll sit in a boat drinking 
beer every weekend.”                                                                                                                         
- Alex Blackwell     

”The cure for anything 
is saltwater – sweat, 
tears, or the sea.”                                            
- Isak Dinesan   

“A tourist remains an 
outsider throughout his 
visit; but a sailor is part 
of the local scene from 
the moment he arrives.”                                                                                                                    
- Anne Davison  

“Men in a ship are always 
looking up, and men ashore 
are usually looking down.”    
- John Masefi eld     

“A small craft in an 
ocean is, or should be, a 
benevolent dictatorship.”                            
- Tristan Jones       

“It isn’t that life ashore 
is distasteful to me, but 
life at sea is better.”                        
- Sir Frances Drake    

“The chance for mistakes 
is about equal to the 
number of crew squared.”                         
- Ted Turner  

“When I forget how talented 
God is, I look to the sea.”                                               
- Whoopi Goldberg

“Prevention is, as in other 
aspects of seamanship, 
better than cure.”     - Sir 
Robinson Knox-Johnson

“The water is the same on 
both sides of the boat.”                                                          
- Finnish Proverb 

“Only the guy who 
isn’t rowing has time 
to rock the boat.”                                           
- Jean-Paul Sartre 

“Should you fi nd yourself in 
a chronically leaking boat, 
energy devoted to changing 
vessels is likely to be more 
productive that energy 
devoted to patching leaks.”                                               
- Warren Buff ett

“More boys have been made 
into strong and reliant men 
by boat-sailing than by 
lawn-croquet and dancing 
school.  And once a sailor, 
always a sailor.  The savor of 
the salt never stales.”                                                                                                            

-  Jack London

See you down river.

 Steve
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Correspondent At Large
SUE VINYARD

“Sale of Delta Islands on 
Hold”...that was the June 24 
headline in the Discovery 
Bay Press.  According to 
the article, this decision 
“represents a sort of fi rst-
round victory for Contra 
Costa and San Joaquin 
counties in their lawsuits 
against Metropolitan Water 
District”.  Needless to say...
the battle to build the 
tunnels is being fought on 
many fronts.

The next big event 
for PICYA is the 20th 
Wheelchair Regatta.  It will 
be held at Encinal Yacht 
Club on September 25. 
There are lots of ways we 
can support this event.  All 
the details are on the PICYA 
website, but I’ll highlight a 
few.

Volunteers needed the 
day of the event to set 
up continental breakfast, 
prepare and/or serve 
lunch, and of course clean 
up!  Boats are needed to 
take veterans on a tour 
of the Bay.  Donations 
of food, cases of water, 
items for veteran’s bags, 

and wine are also needed.  
As with any event, cash 
contributions are most 
welcome! All donations 
are tax deductible.  Please 
think of how you might 
help with this rewarding 
community service project. 
You may bring your items 
to the Piggy Cruise (July), 
Delta Float Cruise (August), 
Land Meeting at Perry’s 
(August) or the Circle 
(September). LOTS of 
opportunities to contribute 
to this worthwhile cause.  
This will be our fi rst year 
to participate as skippers 
and we are excited for the 
opportunity to give back to 
those who gave so much for 
our country.

Also...if you know a disabled 
U.S. Veteran who would like 
to experience a cruise on 
the Oakland Estuary and 
San Francisco Bay, please 
consider adding their name 
to the list.

Linda Blue is the 
chairperson for the event 
and you can contact her at 

linda.a.blue@gail.com or 
call her at 510-851-4387 or 
check out the information 
at PICYA.org. 

The next PICYA meeting 
will be held on July 11 at 
the Point Restaurant in Rio 
Vista.  

We have had some great 
cruises with some super fun 
themes.  It isn’t too early to 
start thinking about next 
year’s cruise schedule - 
after all we are a cruising 
club!!!  If you’ve never led a 
cruise, no worries...there are 
lots of folks who will lend 
a helping hand AND you’ll 
fi nd all the information 
you need on the SRBCNC 
website.  Roy will be happy 
to pencil you in!  :-)

SRBCNC trivia...which 
recent board member held 
two positions at the same 
time???  Bonus...what were 
the two positions?

Send your guess to 
vinyardrstt@sbcglobal.net

See ya on the Fourth!

 Sue  :-)
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SKIPPERS
7/01 Peter Moore
7/02 Jack Lewis
7/10 Doug Murray
7/11 Jim Cupples
7/13 Jan Lucas
7/14 Tom Jones
7/16 Wally Caldwell
7/17 Bruce Curley

MATES
7/06 Susan Halling
7/07 Judy Dretzka
7/09 Melissa Scully
7/11 Sue Vineyard
7/12 Kathleen Moore
7/24 Thea Sheppard

July BIRTHDAYS!
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