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2017 Cruise Schedule
Date

Cruises & Events

Jan 28
Change of Watch
Feb 17-19
Mardi Gras Cruise
March 17-19
Hockey Puck Cruise
April 21-23
Fun and Games Cruise
May 5-7
Mystery Cruise
Memorial Day Cruise
May 27-29
June 16-18		
July 1-4
Independence Day Cruise
Aug 4-6
Delta Floats Cruise
Aug 31-Sept 4 Circle Cruise
Sept 29-Oct 11 Bay Cruise
Oct 27-29
Halloween
Nov 10-12
Annual SRBCNC Roast

Location

Leader

Stockton YC
Kelly
San Joaquin YC
Skehan/Trowbridge
Stockton Waterfront Murray
Delta YC
Lewis
???
Kelly
Hog Island
Palomino
Cache Slough
Humphrey
Mandeville
Hand
Little Mandeville
Palomino
Mildred Island
Humphrey, Trowbridge
San Francisco Bay		
Stockton YC
Vinyard
Oxbow YC
Vinyard

Crew

Shepard, Vinyard
Vinyard

Vinyard, Skehan/Trowbridge, Lewis
Palamino, Landcastle, Hand, Vinyard, et al
Burger, Humphrey
Skehan
Curley

2017 General Meetings (Held at 1:00pm unless otherwise noted)
Jan
Apr
Aug
Oct

Change of Watch
Delta YC
Perry’s

Stockton YC

1/28 (after dinner)
4/22
8/26
10/28

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2017 Officers & Directors
Commodore.................................. Shelia Kelly
Vice Commodore.............Dave Trowbridge
Rear Commodore.................Robert Gianelli
Immed. Past Commodore.........Sue Halling
Secretary....................................Jaime Skehan
Treasurer...............................Kathy Humphrey
Cruises............................................ Roy Vinyard
This Months Photo Credits

Sue Vinyard, Elaine Lewis, Sue Halling, Ken
Humphrey
Drone photos from Mike Palomino

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Suze Burger, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org

The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2017 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

Public Relations.................Scott Landcastle
Ed & Tech......................................Craig Burger
Programs & Meetings...............Ken Shepard
Editor.............................................. Suze Burger
Membership............................. Deanna Curley
Web Master...................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate........................... Sue Vinyard

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...

Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information
may be obtained by contacting our Membership Director
Deanna Curley at membership@srbcnc.org or download an
application from www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?

Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our Public
Relations Director Scott Landcastle at landcastles@hotmail.com.

Have a story to submit?

Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore SHELIA KELLY

Summer officially started
June 20, 2017 for the
Northern Hemisphere and
ends on Friday September
22, 2017. This is four
months of summer for
us, and busy raft-outs.
The fourth of July will be
over when you read this,
so whomever was there,
will be able to attest to
the fact that I was very
vocal in making sure
your anchor light was on
at night. Especially the
two ends and one in the
middle of the raft up. I
know the lights attract
bugs, but it will also alert
other boaters that we are
there. The United States
Coast Guard clearly states
in the navigation rules
and regulations handbook
under Rule 30, Vessels
anchored *83.30 (a) A
vessel at anchor shall
exhibit; where the allround white light or one
ball of white light can be
best seen. Being seen is
always a good thing!

to make sure you
have them inflated to
the manufacturers’
recommendation.
Many people run them
underinflated and this can
cause damage. Another
safety tip; for the “Lines
and Fender First mate”.
Please wear your PFD
while entering or exiting
a raft up. Slipping off the
boat is amplified by these
actions. And, as much
as we love to make sure
you receive the Mud Hen
shirt ~.~. ~ “Safety is our #1
concern”.
Thank you!!!, to the
Humphreys for feeding
my husband Saturday
night June 17th, while the
club was safely tucked
away at Cache Slough. I
was attending my niece’s
graduation from OSU
which is in Corvallis,
Oregon. I started in Reno
Thursday night so I could
pick up my nephew bright
and early Friday morning
and take the beautiful
and scenic drive, old
U.S. 395. It was so pretty
from all the trees to the

picturesque water to the
crazy swarms of bugs.
We arrived in plenty of
time for a family dinner
at my niece’s 5 bedroom
old Victorian-type house.
I stayed behind Saturday
morning while the rest of
the family attended the
graduation ceremony to
hang out with my mom
and my 8 month old greatnephew. My niece has a
large group of friends, so
all of their families joined
us Saturday night after
graduation for a catered
dinner and keg at the
house.
Speaking of good friends
we have our Circle Cruise
coming up so please
mark your calendars
for our land meeting at
Perry’s Yacht Harbor
August 26th, Afterwards
the lines are built for the
circle. Watch for the flyer
from Aquaman, I mean
Ken Shepherd about this
General Meeting and
Lunch event.
Cheers,
Shelia

Have any of you seen an
inflatable traveling down
the river underinflated?
Well, I have, so check
your inflatable boat
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!!!

It’s

Bring your boat and grab a
Soak in some
Grab your favorite
And

CHILLAX

 When? August 4-6
 Where? Little Mandeville
 Why? Why Not??
 Cost? $5/boat
p6
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore DAVE TROWBRIDGE
the story of a mud hen, so
listen up Mr. Curley.

OMG what a great day on
the water. I personally love
when it’s really hot out
because it makes floating in
the water that much more
enjoyable. We could only
come out for one day due
to contractors working at
our house on Friday and
Father’s Day on Sunday but
we did make the best of it.
Because I’m a tattletale
at heart, I figure it’s only
appropriate for me to tell

Six or seven ladies were
floating on the water
enjoying the sun and
gabbing about all things
important, when we began
feeling parched. We sent
out a call for the only man
who could relieve that
thirst—Trow and his magic
margaritas. We were about
as far away from Trowsnest
as we could get so getting
his attention was a bit
difficult. With the help of
some strong male voices,
our desires were made clear
to Trow and he mixed up
his first batch of elixir in no
time. Our next obstacle
was the current as we had
to paddle into it and it was
stronger that we were.

Our next hero in this
odyssey came from Mar
Pacifico. Doug saw his first
mate struggling in her child
size float and drove out in
his dinghy with tow line in
hand. We all grabbed onto
the line and were towed
over to the margarita man
and then towed back out to
our former position where
Doug was kind enough
to wait for our glasses to
empty and then tow us
back. On our second or
third tow in, disaster struck
in the form of Sue Halling
tipping over in her float.
Sue is such an adept drinker
that although she went
under her drink did not—but
it’s still a mud hen and she
does get a t-shirt.

Notes from the Board Meeting: Beginning in January 2018 individuals 20 and under
will be required to get a motorized water vessel training card. The age will increase
until 2025 at which time everyone will be required to have one. For more information
see californiaboatercard.com.
Also, you can download a free app from BoatCalifornia.com that instantly shows you
the location of facilities near you.
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2017 Circle Cruise
Mildred Island
August 31st to September 4th

Prior to Circle:
•
•
•

Signup Deadline – August 24
Line Inspections – August 26
Cruise Leader/Crew Meetings – TBD

At the Circle:
Margaritas on the Platform
Dancing Under the Stars
Dinghy Drive-in

Accepting Arrivals Thursday and Friday August 31st & September 1st 9:00AM to 5:00PM.
Final Arrivals are on Saturday September 2nd from 8:00AM to 10:00AM.
Last Day for signing up will be August 24th at 5PM!

Let’s make the 2017 Circle Cruise a memorable one! Sign up early to assist the
cruise leaders in the planning it takes to make the Circle successful. Remember
to contact Circle Command on channel 71 upon entering Mildred Island and
please consider docking larger tenders on the outside of the raft.
Cruise Leaders: Ken Humphrey & Dave Trowbridge
Circle Crew: Mike Palomino, Scott Landcastle, Craig Burger, Roy Vinyard
For any special requests, please email Ken Humphrey at humphs60@yahoo.com.
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore ROBERT GIANELLI
into the back country near
Kyburz.
So, I figure that a “day trip”
is better than, well, even
if in 11 months two more
mouths will need to be
fed. (they really like fence
boards and posts)
OMG
That’s what I’ve been saying
for the last few weeks.
Why do you ask? Simple,
it’s article time and I had
NOTHING - expect tales of
cutting, splitting, stacking
wood, pulling stumps, fixing
fences, water pipes, wiring,
and a small fire on a very
hot day. I don’t think that I
was the only one either. Our
Commodore contacted me
one day asking what I was
going to write about, “we
don’t want to write about
the same thing, do we?”
AKA, she’s got nothing.
Well, along comes Sunday,
and Maria has a few things
planned, first a trip to
Camino to drop a pair of
mares to make a pair of
mules, and also needed my
guidance in operating our
truck and four horse trailer
up and down some steep
grades. She is planning a
back-country trip with a
dozen or so other cowgirls

After loading up mares in
the small trailer, we embark
up hi-way 50 to Camino, to
her friend’s place tucked
upon a hillside, literally,
to their awaiting lover
boy Jack the Donkey. (No
relation.)
Pulled out of that canyon
and headed east on 50 to
Ice House Road, destination
Wrights Lake! The spot
where the rodeo will
occur in September. Well
of course, as fate would
have it, neither one of us
had a clue where to go
once we passed Ice House
Campground, next stop
U.S.F.S. Ranger station. Low
and behold, the destination
we were headed to was
closed off, wait for it, due to
last year’s storm damage!
Who would of thought!
Certainly not I!

boats were coming from.
And some of those boats
weren’t small by any means.
Heck 25-26’ Bayliners, patio
boats, etc. Well, just a mile
up the road is a SMUD
reservoir called Union
Valley Reservoir, inside this
Crystal Valley Basin, which
in my guess, sits about
at 6500’+ elevation. Boy
what a beautiful place, and
cheap too. $5 day boat
ramp use and this lake is
huge, pines, clean, quiet,
well kept. I was impressed.
And I thought, “you could
trailer the Lady “I” up here,
no camp site needed, just a
couple of anchors, and the
usual provisions, and BAM,
at night, this high, I could be
NORAD! Air so clear stars
so bright, then it hit me,
I was dreaming of a 340,
damn! I can see why John
and Sue kept her for so long
“Whether you think you
can do a thing, or think
you can’t do a thing, you’re
right” Henry Ford

She did grab a “local” map
and we decided to venture
out and see where all the
campers and trucks pulling
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MEMORIAL DAY CRUISE
Aloha!
I’m between Mai Tails right
now so hope this works...
The Memorial Day cruise
was located at “the barge”
at Hog Island, a very well
protected calm location
. Sea norita was first on
scene Thursday night
holding space, soon to
be joined by the rest
of the flotilla ~ Absolut
Getaway, Coventina,
Deanna Dream, Deja vu
Again, In His Time, Lew
Sea, Plan B, Spare Time,
Savasana, Toy yoT, Vanilla
Float, and Wine Down. It
was a very relaxing first
of the year “anchor out”
cruise with no planned
activities, just lots of time
with friends, socializing
and enjoying time on the

p10

water. As you all know, I
don’t have a dinghy and
always appreciate when
others jump in to assist
with arrivals, departures,
and setting and pulling
anchors... oh, and the
occasional borrowing of
said “dink”. As always,
there was plenty of food
and drinks shared and
I really appreciate that
too... maybe too much.
Socializing, eating and
drinking, and enjoying our
wonderful Delta, just some
of the great freedoms
we enjoy. Which brings
me to Memorial Day. I’m
proud to be in a club that
takes the time to honor
and recognize those that
have served and given
the ultimate sacrifice.
Before our departure we

gathered together as the
Vinyards provided us a
small and meaningful
ceremony to acknowledge
the following:
Memorial Day is an
American holiday,
observed on the last
Monday of May, honoring
the men and women who
died while serving in the
U.S. military. Originally
known as Decoration Day,
it originated in the years
following the Civil War
and became an official
federal holiday in 1971.
Many Americans observe
Memorial Day by visiting
cemeteries or memorials,
holding family gatherings
and participating in
parades. Unofficially, it
marks the beginning of
the summer season.
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CACHE SLOUGH CRUISE
So here we are, Seal Team
7, out for a recon mission
the weekend before our
cruise-out to scout out
this little-known spot on
the Delta called Cache
Slough. Winds that kept
almost every boat off the
river, clouds with imminent
rain and lightning strikes,
but on we trudged. Out
of the mild Mokulumne to
the mighty San Joaquin,
we were met by massive
waves (okay, maybe 2.5’
to 3’). But on we trudged,
we were on a mission! We
made it the entire way to
Cache Slough, verified the
anchorage was safe and
clear, then headed home
via the Georgiana to avoid
the bone-jarring ride down
the Sacramento and back
through the San Joaquin.
We avoided the killer
storm, freezing rain and
totally life-risking trip to
make it safely back to the
Delta Loop. Whew!

Then came the cruise
weekend. Plan B headed
out early to make
anchor only to see In His
Time idling in wait. We
anchored, tied up together
and Sea Norita came
flying in just in time for us
to let him come straight
in to join us! Now the
strange part. Kathy and I
jumped in the dinghy and
retraced our path, braving
the brunt of the massive
wakes caused by Spare
Time, Toy yoT, Wine Down,
Absolut Getaway and Sea
Wench, who all passed
by us on the Sacramento
as we headed back to
Perry’s so I could make
a golf tournament that
is for a charity which is
important to me. Thanks
to Roy Vinyard and Mike
Palomino for handling the
boats coming in to the raft
up!
As we passed Willow
Berm, we passed Mar

Pacifico who was next
to make it to the raftup. Later Coventina and
Savasana completed
the line-up. Surprise of
surprises on Saturday
morning, Trow’s Nest
was back on the water
and made it out to join
us for the day! Kathy
and I made yet another
dinghy run to rejoin the
group Saturday morning
when the party started
with Plan B Bloody Marys
followed by water time in
chilly water, but a pretty
hot day. Dave Trowbridge
then broke out his famous
blender for Dave’s
fabulous margaritas which
started the Doug Murray
sponsored margarita train.
I must say that this simple
cruise was full of friends,
fun times and relaxing life
on the Delta the SRBCNC
way. Thanks for all who
attended to make this a
great time!
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Ed & Tech Director

CRAIG BURGER
say it ain’t so!) And be
sure to watch yourself
for reddening (thanks
Norma!) before it is to
late.

Happy summer fellow Sea
Rayers,
It is a beautiful warm
summer afternoon as I
write this article in my airconditioned house. I am
reminded, however, how
really hot it can get on
the delta, after spending
last weekend on Cache
Slough with some of the
best friends anybody can
have (and yes, that even
includes you Honest Al!).
A great time was had
by one and all, but the
sun and heat can really
weigh a toll if you are not
prepared. A few things to
keep in mind, include:
• Have plenty of
sunscreen and be sure
to wear a hat in the sun
especially if you have
a slight lacking in hair
cover, like yours truly!
• Be sure to hydrate early
and often (especially
if you are drinking…

• It helps to have a
battery-powered fan or
two to get through the
heat of the day in the
cockpit, if you are so
inclined, as we are.
• Most importantly,
check your generators
and be sure to have a
back up impeller for
both gens and engines
(thanks to Roger for his
always sage advice).
We are approaching,
or already in, the best
boating season of the
year. Lots of fun events
already under our belts,
with the 4th and the Hilton
fireworks, the Mildred
Event, and the Bay Cruise
only 3 of many more
to come. It might be a
good to time to double
check on a few of the
things you really should
have at all times, but if
you are anything like me,
sometimes forget.

require a stern during
the raft-out. Our cruise
leaders and crew are
awesome in their help, so
the better prepared we
are the easier for them in
the heat.
• Double check to see
that you have 2 spring
lines. While we do
not always use two on
each side, best to be
prepared.
• May want to pump up
your fenders (note to
myself).
• I also suggest a pump
for the floaties, as it
can save all the hot air
we can otherwise use
in serious boat banter,
much more fun!
Bottom line, we have a
great summer in front of
us, lots of good friends to
enjoy it with, the means to
make it happen, and the
will. See you on the water.

• Be sure that your stern
anchor is ready and
available. Usually every
other boat at least will
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Correspondent At Large

SUE VINYARD

Roy has been researching
reciprocal agreements in an
effort to secure affordable
berthing. Naturally this led
us to check out Aeolian
YC, Balena YC, as well as
Encinal and Oakland. Each
club has its own policies for
reciprocity. We will keep
you posted on our findings.
Not sure how hot it will
be by the time you read
this, but triple digits have
been in the forecast for
the past week with not a
lot of relief in sight. Like
most of you, when the
temperature soars, our “go
to” is water…for hydration,
recreation, and cooling.
Roy and I are fortunate to
live on the water which
means we are able to jump
in the boat for a ski, take
Thomas wakeboarding,
the granddaughters out to
a beach, or go for a quick
swim. If we aren’t in or
on the Delta, we have a
tendency to head to water.
Our latest adventure found
us exploring Alameda and
the Estuary. In anticipation
of a trip south in 2018,

The June PICYA meeting
was held at Half Moon Bay
YC. While Roy and I have
walked by it many times,
this was my first adventure
inside. It is a nice club
with a fun patio filled with
adirondack chairs and a
great view of the bay. They
have a small dock on a
pulley system to transport
people and supplies out
to their boats as the water
is shallow for quite a ways
out. Of course there
are sea lions, so as with
other marinas, they have
dedicated an entire dock for
them. As you might expect,
there are always a few
rogue creatures that decide
the boat dock is better!
RBOC shared their latest
endeavors and would like
to visit clubs to share this

information. Apparently
the new gas tax will be
impacting boaters at the
gas docks. While the
intent of the tax is to
improve roadways, some
of the funding is going
to go to the Department
of Waterways. They are
also working on AB 71,
which would remove tax
deductions for second
homes. A boat could
qualify as a second home.
Planning for the Wheelchair
Regatta has begun. Clubs
are asked to donate bottles
of wine, personal care
items, and other things that
could be included in the
goodie bags given to the
Veterans who participate in
this special day on the Bay.
You can give your donations
to me. PICYA is also in need
of skippers who are willing
to take the vets on their
boats as well as folks to
volunteer on land. You can
sign up at PICYA.org if you
are interested.
Sea ya,
Sue :-)
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July 2017 BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS

07/01 Peter MOORE
07/02 Jack LEWIS
07/10 Doug MURRAY
07/11 Jim CUPPLES
07/13 Jan LUCAS
07/14 Tom JONES
07/16 Wally CALDWELL
07/17 Bruce CURLEY

MATES

07/06 Sue HALLING
07/07 Judy DRETZKA
07/09 Melissa SCULLY
07/10 Cindy VAN NIEUWBURG
07/11 Sue VINYARD
07/12 Kathleen MOORE
07/24 Thea SHEPARD
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License #0E32738

Providing boaters with
their insurance
needs for
20 years

MARINE INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Your Marine Insurance Specialists”

7 Marina Plaza

Antioch, CA 94509

At The Antioch Marina

Latitude 38°-01'10" N – Longitude 121°49'10" W – Buoy 4 Red – On The San Joaquin River

• Shop Your Renewal & $ave – Flexible Survey Requirements
• Broad Navigational Areas • Liveaboards • Classic Yacht Coverage
• Agreed Value Policies • Fuel Spill Liability • Get A Quote Online

Your
Twin Rivers
Policy
Comes With
An Agent

WEST COAST

HAWAII

MEXICO

EAST COAST

- Representing -

ace seguros

WWW.BOATINSURANCEONLY.COM
800.259.5701
Primary Residences
Secondary Homes
High Value Homes
Rental Properties
Investment Properties

Automobiles & Light Trucks
Collector Automobiles & Classics
Recreational Vehicles
Motorcycles - Both On/Off Road
Umbrella Liability
Your Home &
Auto Specialist

Dale Manning
925-777-2180

OFFERING COVERAGE FOR ALL WATER CRAFT

- A member of NAMS
Affiliate
Member

