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2017 Cruise Schedule
Date

Cruises & Events

Jan 28
Change of Watch
Feb 17-19
Mardi Gras Cruise
March 17-19
Hockey Puck Cruise
April 21-23
Fun and Games Cruise
May 5-7
Mystery Cruise
Memorial Day Cruise
May 27-29
June 16-18		
July 1-4
Independence Day Cruise
Aug 4-6
Delta Floats Cruise
Aug 31-Sept 4 Circle Cruise
Oct 6-15
Bay Cruise
Oct 27-29
Halloween
Nov 10-12
Annual SRBCNC Roast

Location

Leader

Stockton YC
Kelly
San Joaquin YC
Skehan/Trowbridge
Stockton Waterfront Murray
Delta YC
Lewis
???
Kelly
Hog Island
Palomino
Cache Slough
Humphrey
Mandeville
Hand
Little Mandeville
Palomino
Mildred Island
Humphrey, Trowbridge
San Francisco Bay		
Stockton YC
Vinyard
Oxbow YC
Vinyard

Crew

Shepard, Vinyard
Vinyard

Vinyard, Skehan/Trowbridge, Lewis
Palamino, Landcastle, Hand, Vinyard, et al
Burger, Humphrey
Skehan
Curley

2017 General Meetings (Held at 1:00pm unless otherwise noted)
Jan
Apr
Aug
Oct

Change of Watch
Delta YC
Perry’s

Stockton YC

1/28 (after dinner)
4/22
8/26
10/28

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California 2017 Officers & Directors
Commodore.................................. Shelia Kelly
Vice Commodore.............Dave Trowbridge
Rear Commodore.................Robert Gianelli
Immed. Past Commodore.........Sue Halling
Secretary....................................Jaime Skehan
Treasurer...............................Kathy Humphrey
Cruises............................................ Roy Vinyard
This Months Photo Credits
Suze Burger

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Suze Burger, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org

The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2017 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

Public Relations.................Scott Landcastle
Ed & Tech......................................Craig Burger
Programs & Meetings...............Ken Shepard
Editor.............................................. Suze Burger
Membership............................. Deanna Curley
Web Master...................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate........................... Sue Vinyard

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...

Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information
may be obtained by contacting our Membership Director
Deanna Curley at membership@srbcnc.org or download an
application from www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?

Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our Public
Relations Director Scott Landcastle at landcastles@hotmail.com.

Have a story to submit?

Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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CHANGE OF WATCH
JANUARY 20TH, 2018
DELTA KING, OLD SACRAMENTO
Cost: $65 per person
Choice of Broiled Salmon or New York Steak
A block of rooms has been reserved for the Sea Ray
Boat Club. They Will release the block on Jan 6 so
make your reservations early. (call 800-8255464)
Come early, explore Old Sacramento, tour the Train
Museum or visit the Crocker Art museum. Take an
afternoon nap so you’re fresh for an evening of
wining and dining in the beautiful paddle wheel
room.
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From the Bridge

Commodore SHELIA KELLY

What is the old saying
about “Best laid plans”?
A huge thank you to Ken
& Thea Shepherd for all
the work that went into
planning the 2017 holiday
party. Ken has been
working on this most of
the year. Touching bases
and doing research for
us to have the best time
possible. Which is exactly
what we did. The original
plan of meetings, dinner,
dessert and dancing at
The Point Restaurant
was changed due to a
power outage, which also
knocked out the street

signals, so the highways
and byways were a
nightmare. Many of the
Board members were
late and the traffic was
only getting worse by
the second, so those not
on the board who were
there, started calling and
warning club members
who had not left home
yet.
The onsite Board
members used our phones
as flashlights. Roger had
a pocket flashlight and
the Hallings had battery
tea lights so we could
have the quickest board
meeting in history. The
Point sent their employees
home and we stood
around outside trying to
figure out a plan. Only
2 boats of ours on the
dock, and us Landlubbers
stuck in the area with
no food in site. We did
have two beautiful sheet
cakes which I was willing
to dive into~ until the

Hands came up with a
plan. They called Peter’s
steakhouse which was the
home of their Dixie Queen
Change of Watch back in
2012. Peter’s Steakhouse
was very happy to
accommodate all of us on
short notice.
We made some new
friends in the restaurant
and instead of the white
elephant gift exchange,
everyone who brought
one took one. We shared
the two sheet cakes with
the entire restaurant and
wait staff. The beautiful
mini poinsettias went with
those who would take care
of them and everyone was
happy. To all a good night.
Thank you to everyone
who made my year as
commodore memorable.
My Board was amazing,
our photography section
of the club was stellar, all
of the cruises fun, relaxing
and full of shenanigans
of all sorts and sizes. I
can’t believe a year ago
my husband was working
on how to shoot the starspangled Barbie out of a
cannon and trying to tame
Bernie Bear into riding a
tricycle across our stage.
We are all spectacular in
our own way, but together
we are The Best show on
earth. Hugs and Cheers
to you all, my Friends and
Sea Ray Family.
Cheers from yours truly~
Shelia Shepherd Kelly
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR SO GRAB YOUR
VALENTIME AND HIT THE WATER

DATE: OKAY I DON’T HAVE A DATE YET
BUT IT’LL BE EITHER THE WEEKEND
BEFORE OR AFTER VALENTINES DAY

PLACE: SAN JOAQUIN YACHT CLUB

WHO KNOWS WHAT GOOFY THINGS I CAN
COME UP WITH TO KEEP YOU OCCUPIED?
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore DAVE TROWBRIDGE
with a crown on her
head waving to cheering
crowds—what a grand
feeling that must be.

I have a confession to make.
When I was a teenager we
were split into different
social groups (for all I know
that may still be the case
today). At any rate, back
in my day, you were either
a Jock (played sports or
were a cheerleader), a
Social (those that were
members of the clubs and
student council), a Greaser
(slicked back hair, hot rods,
believed to be criminals)
or the Freaks (wanna be
hippies but just your basic
social outcasts). I’m sure
it comes as no surprise to
anyone that I was a proud
member of the Freaks. We
pretended to scorn those
in the first two groups
and refused to participate
in school activities—no
Homecoming Parades or
games for us by gosh.
The truth is we wished we
could have been those
people. We wanted to be
that girl in the convertible

For me all those jealousies
and resentments melted
away on December 2 when
we entered Trowsnest
into the Stockton Lighted
Boat Parade. Having never
participated in it before,
I didn’t realize what a big
deal it was. I would guess
that there were a couple
thousand cheering fans
lining the banks. Imagine
me on the bow, waving
madly at the crowd who
were screaming the number
of my boat, crown on my
head (ok, it was just a
lighted Santa hat) and my
loyal court behind me (it
was really just David driving
the boat). All those snooty
Homecoming Queens would
have been so jealous—
please don’t deny an old
broad her delusions.
Unfortunately, my prom
queen bubble burst the
following day. We had
guests on board for the
night so when they left,
David and I spent time
cleaning the boat. I made
the command decision to
shower when I got home.
As we were driving away,

David announces that he’s
going to swing by the
Marina West Yacht club to
see who won the parade.
Sure, I say, thinking in my
head that I look worse than
I normally do. We roll up
to the club and they have
this whole buffet thing
going on and I realize this
is more of a formal affair
then I had anticipated. I
suck it up pretending that I
don’t actually smell as bad
as I do and silently thanking
the powers that be that I at
least had the good sense to
slap a hat on my head.
Fast forward and our boat
wins first place and to my
horror a photographer
from the Yachtsman is
there to document my
slovenliness. So, for those
of you who subscribe to The
Yachtsmen, if I show up in
the next edition, forgive me.
One final note, the Stockton
Yacht Club won the prize
for most participants…
that prize should go to the
SRBCNC so next year plan
to participate…it really was
fun.
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St. Patrick’s Day Cruise
March 16-18, 2018
Location TBD

All you Irish wannabes will have to follow the Rainbow to the Pot O’Gold!
Bring out your most Irish dress
Be ready for some Corned Beef and Cabbage with Red Potatoes!

May the luck of the Irish be with you lads and lasses!
The beer’s dark and cold
The food’s hot and hearty
The fun will be o’plenty!
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore ROBERT GIANELLI

A funny thing happened on
our way to….
When I was younger, I
dreamed of retiring in either
a small one-room apartment
in San Francisco’s
Chinatown, or Rio Vista.
For you see, they both have
an enduring quality about
them. They both have the
capability of allowing time
to stand still. They have
watched areas around
them expand and still are
able to remain the same.
Both of these communities
have an imbedded culture
un-changed, and for me,
I find those trademarks
fascinating and comforting.
Just to be able to walk the
streets and bask among
their rich histories and
traditions.
For Chinatown, I believe
this phenomenon happens
due to family values and
discipline. In the case of Rio
Vista, it’s the “damn bridge”!

You see, nobody wants to
be inconvenienced by a
bridge that opens for any
reason at any time. Today’s
commuters see time as
money, and get booty hurt
when anything disrupts
their little schedule. So, the
little town of Rio Vista, has
remained the same, a quaint
little river town, with the
same streets, stores, and I
believe still only has three
police officers.

Shepard’s sake, for he had
been painstakingly planned,
prepared, and really put a
lot of time and effort into
this cruise for our benefit,
since, May, if not earlier than
that.

Which brings me to our
Christmas dinner at The
Point

So, it’s either we head to Mc
Donald’s, Granny’s Diner, the
deli at Lira’s, Foster’s, aka
“The Zoo”, my old friend
Bill Messenger’s house, or,
Peter’s Steakhouse.

As the wife and I were
heading west on Highway
12, and traffic came to a
crawl, oh about Jackson
Slough, a bit unusual I might
add, I could have sworn
that I heard those infamous
words, “that damn bridge”!
But, this was different, not
this far back, and yes, damn!
I was going to be on-time
for once. Then came the
sun set, and the call from
our commodore, Ms. Kelly,
with the burning questions,
where are you, how far are
you, how much longer, etc.
Oh, by the way, the power
is out!

He really wanted this to
be special for all, but no
fault to him, and as I can
verify, Mother Nature can
really foul (I wanted to use
another word there) thingsup. The show must go on!

Sorry Bill, Peter’s got more
votes. We still had a great
time, regardless of the
venue, that is an unwritten
club rule.
In my closing words,
To you Ken, I personally
want to thank you for your
dedication, and your love
for our club. Thank you for
all your hard work.

Again, damn!
I say this aloud for Ken
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Winter Gala
The Night of the Winter
Gala
It was a dark and stormy
night. Cold winds were
a whistling, seas were
frothing! Boats were
jostling in their berths. A
fire was raging just north
of the Antioch Bridge and
south of Highway 160, and
as fortune had it the wind
was pushing south keeping
the flames away from the
highway.
While I was driving I
received a frantic call…
power was out at the
restaurant. I could do little
but continue to the Point
Restaurant. What to do,
what to do! My Santa’s
sweatshirt already in the
front passenger seat, many
gifts wrapped in case a
guest forgot, poinsettias
in the back seat swaying
as the car negotiated
the levee turns and two
cakes thrashing in the
trunk trying to develop
friendships.
I arrived at the Point! Misty,
the woman in charge
of catering met me at a
table filled with servers
and cooks. They were all
sitting down….relaxed!
How could they, this was
an emergency. I learned
PG&E had called and said
the electricity would be
out several hours before
the Point would be back
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on line.
Our Gala dinner was
cooked and ready! The
servers were poised for
action! One problem……
you could not see in
the kitchen. One could
imagine stuffing servers
tripping over cranberry
sauce servers or turkey
spilling to the floor. They
couldn’t take the chance.
When I turned around
Commodore Shelia
appeared! Wonder Woman
immediately took charge
and had the group calling
those that hadn’t yet
arrived. I provided a list
of names, Roy provided
the phone number from
the handbook, Shelia,
Sue, Roger and Susan
began dialing. Many were
already on route only to
be delayed by long lines
at the Highway 12 and
Highway 160 intersection.
The signal lights were out!
Darkness fell upon the
delta! A hush fell over
the crowd….where to go,
where to go? Susan yelled
out “Peter’s”…… the group
agreed, she called…. “Yes,
they can accommodate
a group of 25 to 30!”
All headed down the
darkened levee road to
Isleton passed a three-mile
backup in the opposite
direction.
We arrived at Peter’s a

few minutes later, with
cakes, poinsettias and
Sweater Prizes all in good
condition. We sat at a
table which appeared
like long shuffleboard
platform….. almost the
length of the restaurant!
After a few minutes wait
we ordered and were
served surprisingly fast!
The staff was pleasant and
accommodating!
The food was good,
friendships blossomed,
brown smudges on pee
soaked snowman made
the sweater even uglier!
The chestnuts roasting on
the open fire sweater trio
was a hit!
All enjoyed the cake….even
the servers!
Sometimes impromptu
issues cause changes to
plans. That’s ok…It tends
to make them more
memorable.
Now I have seven or eight
wrapped gifts I’ve been
trying to dispose of for
a long time! I thought….
Here’s my opportunity!
Alas! I brought them
home!
I know!! We’ll have a gift
exchange again next
year!!!!!
Merry Christmas, Merry
Winter Gala, Happy
Hanukah
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Peter’ s Steakhouse
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Ed & Tech Director

CRAIG BURGER
mystery cruise” needed
to be rescheduled from
Grindstone Joes to Willow
Berm. It was the Circus
event of the year!

As 2017 draws to a close, I
find myself reflecting on the
past boating year. Here is
how I recall it…
Can there ever be too
much rain and water in
Northern California? While
the answer may seem to
be obviously no, 2017 as I
recall it, seems to be the
exception, YES!
A wonderful Change of
Watch, hosted by Shelia
the Magnificent, was
followed in short order by
weather impacts causing
the cancellation and or
rescheduling of 3 of the
next 4 cruises.
• February Mardi Gras
Cruise cancelled
• March’s Hockey Puck
cruise to Stockton was
also “rained out”
In both these cases Perry’s
infamous “Scientologists”
came to the rescue by
hosting “landlubbers git
togethers”. Special thanks
to the Mayor and Mayoress
of Perry’s, John and Sue
Halling.
Shelia’s “not such a

Summer finally arrived,
and starting with the
Memorial Cruise, things
went relatively smoothly.
We had 8 more cruises that
were expertly led by the
following “volunteers”.
• Mike & Norma Palomino
– Memorial Day
• Ken & Kathy Humphrey –
Cache Slough
o Special tanks to Roy V
and Mikey P
• Dan & Tina Hand – 4th of
July, Mandeville
o Special Thanks to
Dave & Lisa, Scott L, and
Frank and Diane Ortega
• Mike & Norma P –
“Cruise Leader Do
Nothing Cruise, Bedrooms
2
• Trow & Jamie, Ken &
Kathy H – The Circle
o Also known as the
“Hotter than Hell” Cruise
o Thanks also to DJ
Curley Bruce & Trow’s
famous Margaritas
• The firm of Burger,
Humphrey, & Lewis – The
Bay Cruise
o Check out the video of
Scott and the Sea Lion,
it is priceless!

• Roy & Sue V –
Halloween, Stockton Yacht
Club
• Bruce Curley
Productions – The Roast,
Marina West YC
o Sue and Roy led the
cruise and as always
were fabulous!
The year ended, somewhat
as it started, with a
significant weather impact.
The year end Winter Gala
was cancelled at The Point,
when severe weather
caused a power outage
and sent us scrambling for
an alternative, and thanks
to our advertiser, Peter’s
Steakhouse, the event was
salvaged and a wonderful
time was had by all.
• Thanks to Ken Shepard
for all his work in
organizing this event
and best wishes to both
Ken and Thea for healthy
boating season.
Hats off to Al Torres and
Jen, who along with John
and Sue Halling actually
“cruised in”. The epitome
of intrepid boating… getting
home was slightly more
difficult due to a long
detour caused by a nonfunctioning Three Mile
Slough bridge.
Looking forward to all the
boating adventures ahead
in the new year! See page
17 for a list of the 2018
SRBCNC Cruising Schedule.
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Correspondent At Large

SUE VINYARD

It’s the hap, happiest time
of the year! For those of
you with little ones in your
lives, you know what I mean.
We have been blessed with
three wonderful little girls
to fill our days with lots
of love and laughter and
this holiday season was no
exception. At five, two and
a half, and one, they bring
excitement and wonder to
each and every day. That’s
one of the reasons we had
our own mini-lighted boat
parade - actually it was a
reverse parade. One evening
before Christmas, we took
the boat for a cruise around
the bays to check out the
lighted decks and docks.
It was fun to see all the
decorations from the water.
The lighted boat parade

in Discovery Bay was also
quite amazing! While
we don’t have the same
number for participants
as Stockton, we had a
great showing this year
with every boat decked
out in lights. The theme
was Peace on Earth. We
took the girls on the bow
of In HIs Time so they
could see the decorations
up close and personal as
boats floated by playing
a wide variety of holiday
tunes. Santa even made an
appearance! Our neighbors
sent up lighted lanterns that
decorated the sky. It was a
magical night!
Speaking of magical
nights…Roy sang in the
Christmas Eve program at
our church. There were
three performances and
his voice held out for all of
them!
As we look to 2018, we are
excited to see what is in
store for SRBCNC! Change
of Watch is just around the
corner, and I know Jamie
and Dave have quite an
evening planned aboard the
Delta King. Looking at the

current weather conditions,
it appears we just may
have a February and March
cruise this year! Hooray!
We’ll attend the first PICYA
meeting in February to
get the schedule of events
around the Bay and will
share all the details.
Rosters are ready to go
to the printer along with
updated information on
how to enjoy a cruise. A
tentative cruise schedule is
also included. In light of our
current financial situation,
we’ve adjusted the number
of pages. Look through
your packet, which you’ll
receive at the Change of
Watch, and if you feel you’d
like additional information,
just let me know. Special
thanks to everyone who
promptly returned their
membership renewal forms
and checks. You made my
job much easier.
Living on the water is a real
blessing. We wake up to
some wonderful sunrises,
watch sea lions devour
fish while sea gulls flock
to eat what is left behind,
enjoy the sunshine, fog, and
super calm waters of winter.
Here’s to another great year
of adventures!
Until next time…
Sue
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January 2018 BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS

01/05 Robert GIANELLI
01/13 Mike CHAPMAN
01/19 Dave HELLER
01/19 Chris PROVENCHER
01/30 Craig BURGER

MATES

01/06 Jamie SKEHAN

Cruising Schedule 2018
January 20
February 9-11
March 16-18
April 6-8
May 25-28
June 8-10
July 2-4
August 3-5
Aug 31-Sept 3
Sep 28-Oct 8
Oct 26-28
November
December

Change of Watch
Valentine Cruise
St. Patrick's Day
Opening Day on Delta
Memorial Day
TBD
4th of July
Mystery Cruise
Circle Cruise
Bay Cruise
Halloween Cruise
TBD
TBD

Delta King Sacramento
San Joaquin YC
TBD
Stockton YC
Discovery Bay
Second Bedroom
Mildred Island
Stockton YC
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License #0E32738

Providing boaters with
their insurance
needs for
20 years

MARINE INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Your Marine Insurance Specialists”

7 Marina Plaza

Antioch, CA 94509

At The Antioch Marina

Latitude 38°-01'10" N – Longitude 121°49'10" W – Buoy 4 Red – On The San Joaquin River

• Shop Your Renewal & $ave – Flexible Survey Requirements
• Broad Navigational Areas • Liveaboards • Classic Yacht Coverage
• Agreed Value Policies • Fuel Spill Liability • Get A Quote Online

Your
Twin Rivers
Policy
Comes With
An Agent

WEST COAST

HAWAII

MEXICO

EAST COAST

- Representing -

ace seguros

WWW.BOATINSURANCEONLY.COM
800.259.5701
Primary Residences
Secondary Homes
High Value Homes
Rental Properties
Investment Properties

Automobiles & Light Trucks
Collector Automobiles & Classics
Recreational Vehicles
Motorcycles - Both On/Off Road
Umbrella Liability
Your Home &
Auto Specialist

Dale Manning
925-777-2180

OFFERING COVERAGE FOR ALL WATER CRAFT

- A member of NAMS
Affiliate
Member

