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2018 Cruise Schedule
Date

Cruises & Events

Jan 20
Feb 16-18
March 16-18
April 6-8
May 25-28
June 8-10
July 2-4
Aug 3-5
Aug 31-Sep 3
Sep 28-Oct 8
Oct 26-28
Dec 15

Change of Watch
Valentine’s Cruise
St. Patrick’s Day Cruise
Opening Day / Delta
Memorial Day

Location

Leader

Crew

Delta King, Sacramento Trowbridge
Pittsburg YC
Trowbridge
Tower Park
Landcastle
Stockton YC
Kelly
Discovery Bay
Lewis
TBD
Palomino
Independence Day Cruise The Bedroom 2
Plount
Commodore’s Mystery
???
Trowbridge
Circle Cruise
Mildred Island
Trowbridge/Humphrey
Bay Cruise
San Francisco Bay
Burger
Halloween
Stockton YC
Miller/Sans
Winter Gala
TBD
Shepard

Shepard
Gianelli
Vinyard, Halling
Vinyard
?
Halling, Trowbridge
Vinyard
Palomino, Landcastle, Vinyard, Burger
Humphrey, Lewis, Landcastle
Kelly, Trowbridge
?

Cruise dates and locations are subject to change. Please visit SRBCNC.org for the latest cruise schedule information

2018 General Meetings (meeting time is 1:00pm unless otherwise noted)
Jan

Delta King, Sac 1/20

May Memorial Day

5/27

Aug Circle Lines

8/25

Oct

Halloween 10/27

2018 Officers & Directors
Commodore ......................Dave Trowbridge
Vice Commodore ................Robert Gianelli
Rear Commodore.....................Craig Burger
Immed. Past Commodore ....... Shelia Kelly
Secretary ..........................Jamie Trowbridge
Treasurer ..............................Kathy Humphrey
Cruises ........................................... Roy Vinyard

Photo Credits - this issue:
Elaine Lewis

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Dan Hand, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2018 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

more online at www.srbcnc.org

Public Relations ................Scott Landcastle
Ed & Tech.........................................Laura Sans
Programs & Meetings..............Ken Shepard
Editor .................................................. Dan Hand
Membership ................................. Sue Vinyard
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate ............. Roy & Sue Vinyard

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information may be
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Sue Vinyard
at vinyardrstt@sbcglobal.net or download an application
from www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our Public
Relations Director Scott Landcastle at landcastles@hotmail.com.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore DAVE TROWBRIDGE

So here I am late again with
this article. I’m sure I lost
all of my “got my article in
early” last month points and
Dan is hating me right now.
For those of you who are
new, David and I bought
a house with 5 acres of
land about 9 years ago. It
was bank owned so the
landscaping hadn’t been
kept up. Roughly a week
after we moved in David
informs me that he doesn’t
do yard work and take
my word for it he doesn’t.
So today I’m trying to
mow the fields before the
scheduled rain tomorrow.
Out comes David to inform
me that he got an e-mail
from Dan stating the article
was due this morning. I
told him to go write it then
because I needed to get
this mowing done. He did
his expected grousing and
whining. I finally told him
to take his pick—he could
either write the article or
jump on this lawn mower
more online at www.srbcnc.org

and get to work. I finally
found something that David
hates more than yard work
because as I write this the
view from my window is
David mowing the fields. As
an added bonus, I’ll be done
with this article long before
the mowing gets done but
I’m not gonna let him know
that.

your home automatically.
I decided to do my due
diligence and checked with
Consumer Reports to see
how they rated it. For the
last two years, for a variety
of reasons, they rated the
Samsung Powerboat as
number one. Happy that
it was $100 cheaper than
a Roomba and feeling that
this was a perfect way to
avoid more David whining
I bought the Powerboat.
When it arrived David
immediately said it was a
stupid waste of money. I
read the directions front to
back. Placed the docking
station (the thing it uses to
recharge itself) in a central
location as suggested and
set the timer to have it
vacuum at 12 noon each
day. Because my house is
so big it can’t complete the
job on one charge and is

Because I don’t have one
coherent thought that will
carry me through this entire
article, I’m going to steal
Laura’s Ed and Tech job,
although mine has nothing
to do with boating. We have
a really large home—4700
sq. ft. Although we have a
cleaning service that comes
every two weeks, the floors
really need vacuuming more
often. Because of my backinjury vacuuming is pretty
painful and for those that
know David also know that
continued on page 10...
along with yard work he
doesn’t clean
anything either.
Commodore’s Mystery Cruise
I’d heard from
CLUE #1:
a number of
friends how
In preparation of the annual Commodore’s mystery
cruise, here is your ﬁrst clue. Keep track of these
much they
and
your answers, you’ll need them the weekend of
loved their
August 3 -5!
Roomba’s.
The real mystery is if the
That’s a little
machine that
Commodore can even
after setting
complete half of this cruise.
it will vacuum
p5
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore ROBERT GIANELLI

safe and secure. Old guys
are having a hard time with
this passing of torch. For
me, it is a trust thing.

‘All Things must pass’
Is the title of George
Harrison’s 1970 solo album,
after the break-up of The
Beatles.

So, as it was in 1970, John,
Paul, George, and Ringo,
carried on and made
great music, in their own
rights and styles. We too,
shall evolve to make great
memories, just not in print
form, handed out at club
cruises, or USPS.

As a young man then, their
split hit me in a way I could
not prepare for. It was the
first of many life lessons to
follow. One hundred years
later, I have to come to
terms with another passing,
the printed version of “The
Hailer”.

Now as for our Opening
Day cruise to The Stockton
Yacht Club! As you all are
a witness to, collective
prayers can in fact change
the weather. And we’re off!
A wonderful kick-off to this
year’s fun on the water with
fellow boaters and their
Clubs that call the Delta
their home.

It is to me, comfort food, a
bible per-se, to the insights
of our club, and to all of it’s
members and families. Pets
included!

Thanks’ to all at SYC and
their hospitality. And thanks
to the Stockton Sailing Club
for not having a regatta on
the same date!

To some, the change is
long coming, to others, well,
if you listen closely, you
can hear the kicking and
screaming. The www, and
its internet is vast and deep
with it’s own atmosphere,
weather, and turmoil, and we
are to accept the premise
that our little ol’ Hailer will be

Now, on to Mr. Kelly and
his rendition of “Stockton,
Some Place Special”. We
all know Roger has been
tirelessly, designing a canvas
enclosure for their beloved
“Coventina”. For what
seems to be for decades
now, has finally come to a
finished product, well, closer

more online at www.srbcnc.org

at least. We were witness
to a Michelangelo/Sistine
Chapel in the making. But
instead of charcoal, Rogers’
“sketches” were made
with PVC pipe, blue tarplin,
binder clips, dolphin clothes
pins, and only God knows
what else! I think it’s safe to
say for all who know and
love Roger, it felt as we
were inside the maternity
ward, watching the birth of a
child. And as with the before
mentioned, DAMN, what a
mess. All that was missing
was cardboard boxes and a
shopping cart.
(Who said that I got
nothing?)
Final thoughts for you all,
Boating, as it is with pizza
and other things we love
in life, when it’s good, it’s
good, and when it’s bad,
well, it’s still pretty good!
See you next time in “the
web”
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore CRAIG BURGER

Dateline Yangon…
Now 20 days into our
vacation, we are just
leaving a very interesting
and evolving country,
Myanmar (formally known as
Burma). Yangon, formally
known as Rangoon, is a
city of close to 7 million
people who are just now
emerging from almost 50
years of closed, oppressive,
military leadership. It is
a fascinating city, both
vibrant and upcoming, while
also obscenely poor with
garbage freely dumped in
the fields and rivers. The
name changes reflect the
local pride as they move
from what they see as
colonial oppression (not
surprisingly they are not
real fond of the British) to
a recapturing of their local
pride and a return to their
roots and local place names.
We leave Southeast Asia
both impressed and
concerned with their future,
more online at www.srbcnc.org

as well as the continued
impact on the world ecology
from these countries and
the seemingly unlimited and
unregulated pollution they
produce. So far we have
visited, Bali, Singapore, the
Island of Borneo, which is
made up of 3 Countries
(Malaysia, Indonesia, and
Brunei), Vietnam, Thailand,
and most recently Myanmar.
The range in economic
wealth, power, freedom, and
global impact is truly huge in
scope.
Singapore is absolutely a
world-class city/country
that is the cleanest, safest,
most modern place I have
ever visited.
The Gardens
by the Bay are
a true wonder
of the world
and well worth
the trip in and
of themselves.
Ho Chi Minh
City (still called
Saigon by
most locals) is
a microcosm
of all that is
Southeast Asia,
with a beautiful
modern
downtown,
combined
with horribly
poor slum

neighborhoods with people
living in the open among
their trash and own sewage.
Thailand combines beautiful
beaches with the awesome
beauty that is Bangkok,
including the most amazing
Sky Bars I have ever
visited (see the Hangover
for reference). The Island
of Borneo is truly unique,
with each country having
its own unique flavor. We
were most impressed with
the very small and wealthy
Brunei (home of the Sultan
of Brunei, one of the richest
men in the world and
patriarch/benevolent dictator
continued on page 14...
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I want to thank everyone for
showing up! The weather
prediction was horrible
to say the least. Saturday
turned out to be a great
day to have a parade
the meteorologists were
wrong again. I usually
pride myself on decorating
to the highest level, not
this time my $20 amazon
decorations/costumes
and five minute install was
better than nothing I think?
The Vineyards did an
outstanding job first place

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California

in my opinion. We had
Dan Hand as guest and
he was laughing at me
trying to get into the glad
bag toga from Amazon
and drive the boat. I tried
to tell him the overnight
accommodations would
cost him writing my article
he laughed at me again!
We had a great time and
glad Dan joined us. The
Vice Commodore Gianelli
has ridiculed me about my
pvc blue tarp canvas so I
can only imagine his article.
(he needed material)
Donald and Jorja Ivie did
a great job organizing the
Parade and I say thank for
a job well done. All of the
meals were awesome that
the Stockton Yacht Club
served thanks to all who
helped make this a great
event and Mother Nature
for giving us a break on
the weather. Saturday

night before dinner we
were treated to a great
skit by SYC. Ray Durazo
Vice President of RBOC
spoke and we are lucky
to have RBOC fight the
political battles for all of the
boaters. Ed and Bonnie
Stenson are helping Make
a Wish by having a benefit
sea food boil on Sunday
May 27th. And on August
25 boaters can help by
donating a boat ride to
help raise money for this
incredible organization. I will
get more information and
pass it along as I receive it.
Last I want to thank Shelia,
she did everything to make
the cruise happen and
did a fantastic job while I
concentrated on pvc and
canvas.
Be safe and see you soon at
the 3M cruise
Roger Kelly proof read by
Shelia

From the Bridge

Commodore DAVE TROWBRIDGE
continued from page 5...

supposed to go back to the
docking station to recharge
and then continue on. On
the first day, the little bugger
started at noon as expected
but never made it back to
p10

the charging station so it
only did part of the house.
On subsequent days, it just
starts whenever it feels like it
(usually in the middle of the
night) and I’m left searching
for it every morning. It never
runs out of a charge in the

same place—I’ve found it
in very odd places—under
the couch, behind the
hamper, in the closet. All
while I’m searching for this
stupid thing David follows
me around laughing—
sometimes I really hate him.
more online at www.srbcnc.org
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see more photos on SRBCNC.org - members only login required
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore CRAIG BURGER
continued from page 9...

to “his children”).
We now head to a new area
for us, South Asia. We are
cruising to Sri Lanka, India
and on to Dubai.
An interesting side note was
uncovered in a talk given by
a PHD Historian from India
now teaching in Toronto
for the last 30 years. He
made the point that while
South Asia is generally seen
more online at www.srbcnc.org

as patriarchal, with limited
rights/opportunities for
women, in fact every country
in the region as been led
at one time or another by a
women President or Prime
Minister. He then reminded
us that the US may have
tried, but it fact has yet to
break, that glass ceiling.
On board, I have done
my best to represent the
SRBCNC as your Rear

Commodore, and have
presented our regards to the
Captain. I was thinking that
Rear Commodore outranks
a mere Captain, but was
quickly reminded, politely
but firmly, that the Captain of
the Ship is always in charge.
Stay tuned for another
dateline in the next edition,
and I look forward to
catching up live with you all
in May.
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May BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS
5/9
5/18
5/28
5/28

Paul Sharps
Ken Humphrey
Jude Miller
Ken Shepard

MATES
5/4
5/8
5/13
5/26

p16

Susan Thomas
Jeanie Murray
Monique Garrison
Janne Wissel
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Fighting for a Delta with waters that
are ﬁshable, swimmable, drinkable,
and farmable, able to support the
health of the estuary, San Francisco
Bay, and the ocean beyond.
Restore the Delta envisions the SacramentoSan Joaquin Delta as a place where a vibrant
local economy, tourism, recreation, farming,
wildlife, and ﬁsheries thrive as a result of resident efforts to protect our waterway commons.
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Ed & Tech Director

LAURA SANS

I imagine Dave Trowbridge
contemplating who would
best fill the position of Ed
and Tech for his board. He
mentally goes through the
SRBCNC roster. He pauses
when he thinks of the Sea
Wench gals. Then he gets
the “Eureka, I’ve got it” look
as he thinks certainly the
club members can learn
from the mistakes these gals
have made.
So here is another lesson
from one of our recent
COSTLY mistakes.
Our only anchoring
experience has been with
our Sea Ray friends. We
never noticed that other
boaters had a step between
set anchor (stay for a while)

more online at www.srbcnc.org

and raise anchor.

process for snubbing.

We have learned through
needing a boat- unit priced
repair of our windlass that
snubbing the anchor chain
is critical for protecting the
windlass. Snubbing simply
means securing the anchor
chain in a fashion that takes
the strain of the load off
the windlass. Windlasses
are designed to raise and
lower the anchor and rode.
They are NOT designed to
take the strain of the boat
pulling against the anchor
constantly.

The basic process for
snubbing is that something
attaches to the chain. It
can be a chain hook, a
chain grabber, or simply a
line tied to the chain (not
recommended if you need
to raise your anchor in a
hurry). Then secure the
apparatus to a cleat. Let
out more chain so that the
strain is on the snubber
not the windlass. Nylon
line is recommended for a
snubber or bridle due to its
stretchy quality.

So now our research begins
for how to snub our anchor.
We always begin with our
best source of information
– the boat club. Our quest
for information began at
the March cruise. Now our
minds are overloaded with
too many options. Jack
demonstrated his bridle of
which there is a photo in
the last Hailer. Many other
members shared their

As we head into raft-up
season, maybe this will
save another member from
making a similar costly
mistake. FYI – once Jude
writes a big boat repair
check she tends to want to
make sure she fixes what
caused the problem in the
best way possible. So
expect to see her inspecting
everyone’s anchor snubbing
method at the May cruise.
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