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2018 Cruise Schedule
Date

Cruises & Events

Location

Leader

Crew

Jan 20
Feb 16-18
March 16-18
April 6-8
May 25-28
June 8-10
July 2-4
Aug 3-5
Aug 31-Sep 3
Sep 28-Oct 8
Oct 26-28
Dec 15

Change of Watch
Valentine’s Cruise
St. Patrick’s Day Cruise
Opening Day / Delta
Memorial Day
Hog Island Cruise
Independence Day Cruise
Commodore’s Mystery
Circle Cruise
Bay Cruise
Halloween
Winter Gala

Delta King, Sacramento Trowbridge
Pittsburg YC
Trowbridge
Tower Park
Landcastle
Stockton YC
Kelly
Discovery Bay
Lewis
Hog Island
Palomino
The Bedroom 2
Plount
Mildred Island
Trowbridge
Mildred Island
Trowbridge/Humphrey
San Francisco Bay
Burger
Stockton YC
Miller/Sans
TBD
Shepard

Shepard
Gianelli
Vinyard, Halling
Vinyard
Halling, Trowbridge
Vinyard
Palomino, Landcastle, Vinyard, Burger
Humphrey, Lewis, Landcastle
Kelly, Trowbridge
?

Cruise dates and locations are subject to change. Please visit SRBCNC.org for the latest cruise schedule information

2018 General Meetings (meeting time is 1:00pm unless otherwise noted)
Jan

Delta King, Sac 1/20

May Memorial Day

5/27

Aug Circle Lines

8/25

Oct

Halloween 10/27

2018 Officers & Directors
Commodore ......................Dave Trowbridge
Vice Commodore ................Robert Gianelli
Rear Commodore.....................Craig Burger
Immed. Past Commodore ....... Shelia Kelly
Secretary ..........................Jamie Trowbridge
Treasurer ..............................Kathy Humphrey
Cruises ........................................... Roy Vinyard

Photo Credits - this issue:
Elaine Lewis and Sue Vinyard

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Dan Hand, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2018 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

more online at www.srbcnc.org

Public Relations ................Scott Landcastle
Ed & Tech.........................................Laura Sans
Programs & Meetings..............Ken Shepard
Editor .................................................. Dan Hand
Membership ................................. Sue Vinyard
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate ............. Roy & Sue Vinyard

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information may be
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Sue Vinyard
at vinyardrstt@sbcglobal.net or download an application
from www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our Public
Relations Director Scott Landcastle at landcastles@hotmail.com.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.
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From the Bridge

Commodore DAVE TROWBRIDGE

Well here I am again
writing David’s article
for him. Unfortunately, I
haven’t been too involved
with the club lately. As
many of you already know
I’ve been caring for my
ailing father. Pops has
been living with us for a
little over 2 years now.
For some folks living with
an elderly parent can be
stressful but for David
and me it’s truly been a
blessing. Not just because
he works like a dog on
our property (which has
been great) but because
his personality melds so
well with David and I as a
couple. We adore having
him live with us plan and
simple.
Then he started not feeling
well. I started noticing
his appetite decreasing.
Always the consummate
gardener, Pops planted his
garden and let it die. All
of a sudden, he couldn’t
look at whole cuts of
meat without becoming
nauseas. I spoke to his
more online at www.srbcnc.org

doc and this is when we
learned that his kidneys
were failing. Over the last
few months they’ve done a
number of tests, changed
medication and he just got
worse. Then I get the call
from the Doc telling me
she wants to admit him to
the hospital and we should
take him immediately to
the emergency room.
Sadly, this day the
Emergency room was
packed primarily with
violent mental health
patients. We got there
at 2:30 pm and didn’t get
a bed in the emergency
room until midnight and
didn’t actually get a
hospital bed until 7:30 am.
They kept coming out to
him apologizing for the
wait and begging him not
to leave. By the time we
got into the emergency
room bed my back was
screaming with sciatic
pain shooting down my
leg like a hot poker (those
plastic waiting room chairs
aren’t ﬁt to sit on for long
periods of time.) Which
turned out to be a good
thing. This may come
as a surprise to some of
you but I’m not a very
demonstrative woman.

I playfully pick on people
as a way to show them I
like them.
My pain was so bad that
I asked Pops if I could lay
with him in his bed. ER
beds are much smaller
than the beds in the
hospital but we managed
to snuggle up and hold
each other until sleep
overtook us. Turned out
my Pop’s also liked it so
much so that even though
they gave me a cot in
his hospital room, he still
preferred that we snuggle
in his bed together. I like
to think that this totally
out of character (for both
of us) demonstration of
love helped him to get well
enough to come home and
continue the ﬁght.
Pop’s kidneys are still
failing along with his liver
now. We are no closer
to any answers or even
a treatment plan. He is
scheduled to see several
specialists so hopefully
they can shed some light
on his condition. But I do
know that I’m going to
continue to snuggle with
him until the end or at
least until he can no longer
take me snoring in his ear.
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore ROBERT GIANELLI

REDRUM REDRUM REDRUM
Allow me to begin this article
with accolades to a few of
our members.
First acknowledgement goes
to Dave Heller, for proving
to all, that he is the smartest
man in our club. Or, he has
the quickest response to the
recent mystery cruise puzzle.
I am believing he is the Neo
of SRBCNC. Florida must be
where the matrix is located
Second acknowledgement
of member quality goes to
Jamie Skehan. I’m sure a lot
of us, like myself, swallowed
a bunch of that treble hook
full of REDRUM, REDRUM,
REDRUM! As well as for
all of her other clues, so
carefully laid for us on that
intellectual silver platter of
mind-bending, think outside of the box, ice cream
brain-freezing, lay awake at
night, banquet of fun we call
Mystery Cruise. Ya gotta love
a person with dry sense of
humor!
And lastly but by no

means the lessor, to
our commodore, Dave
Trowbridge. For he had the
brass package to go and
change things up, to get us
out of our comfort zone,
and bring back the half
circle. Dave is another one
among us, with just enough
experience and knowledge
of his fellow club members,
to shake things up, or
blend them up, and keep us
wanting more hours in the
day, more time among fellow
SeaRay’rs. And more half
circles! It’s unfortunate that
the ﬁres our state dealt with
and the smoke-ﬁlled valley,
fouled the early morning
views. There is scuttlebutt
that the natives are wanting
more of the half circle in
the future. Dave, I think you
should keep those “circle
lines” readily available, aka,
keep them at your house.
Not to worry, the robovacuum will ﬁnd them.
Thank you, Dave, for a great
outing. And, how could I
not mention those RedRum
drinks, superb!
As these summer months
pass, and the days slowly
become shorter, my natural
sub conscience is gearing
up for my “winter-mind set”.
My mental schedule to-do
list is coming into form.
This year is quite different
for me. I have to reformat
my calendar to include a
time-honored tradition. To

become commodore of, in
my opinion, the greatest
batch of boaters that
could ever be assembled.
The SeaRay Boat Club
of Northern California.
Those of you know, and
for those whom don’t, this
is something I have never
done before. That is, to
lead a membership. To be
the head piece, chief, the
leader of many. To be that
guy that everyone trusts to
care for our club’s namesake,
and guide it into the future.
As said many times, this
is a great honor you have
bestowed onto me. A
responsibility handed to me
that I do not take lightly. To
be perfectly honest to all, I
am scared shitless of failure,
of failing all of you, and our
club. But not to the point of
reconsideration, but fearful
enough to move cautiously,
and to heed the advice of
those who have lead our
club in the past. To begin the
rebuilding prosses and reach
out and invite those who
share our love of all things
SeaRay, and all that we
have to offer. I would love to
experience a 79+ boat count
at our circle cruise, some day.
Closing thoughts,
If ﬂowers want to grow right
out of the concrete sidewalk,
I’m going to bend down and
smell them.
David Ignatow, American
poet.
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore CRAIG BURGER
and tear down the circle.
Interestingly, we only
have nine members still
active who attend the
2007 circle. Of the nine,
four are now attending in
different boats.

As summer fades and we
begin to head into fall, it
is time to look forward
towards 2019 and where
the SRBCNC looks to
navigate in the foreseeable
future. During the next
few months we need to
elect a new board and
adjust to the new reality
that our club has become
moving forward.
We have been members
of SRBCNC since 2006
when we attended our
ﬁrst raft out. As most of
you know, we were quite a
different looking club back
then. I was just reviewing
the October 2007 Hailer,
which reminded me that
we had 90 member boats
in 2007, a scant 11 years
ago. The Circle Cruise
that year had 50 boats in
attendance, with a crew
of 20 to set up, support,

Needless to say things
aren’t the way they used
to be. We now have a
membership of 39 boats,
including 32 who still
have active boats. As
I write this we have 16
boats signed up for the
circle, with 20 being
the generally accepted
minimum number to build
a circle, although Dave
T and Ken H are pretty
creative.
Now is the time for each
of us to ask ourselves
what we want/expect
from our club. Our
current organization and
bylaws were written for
a much larger club with
more rigors and structure
desired and required. Not
sure this is still needed
given the current size and
conﬁguration of the club
heading into 2019 and
beyond.
The question is, what do
you want your SRBCNC
to be moving forward?

You need to speak up and
take an active role. This
is your club and it is only
as good as the effort we
all put forth. Please reach
out to the board with any
suggestions, insights and
or recommendations that
may help us transition to a
leaner, more ﬂexible club,
better ﬁtting the needs of
today’s members.
For me there are three
key things that I love
about our club that drives
my thinking and actions
around how to best
position our resources for
success.
The group is greater than
the one – someone always
knows the answer, can ﬁx
the problem, knows the
route, can help with a line/
anchor, has the part/ice/
mixer/beverage of choice
Provides a chillaxing
environment that allows
you to do as much, or as
little as you want
Above all, continue to
enjoy our great friends and
camaraderie.
Above all, enjoy yourselves
on the water; it is after all
what this is all about!

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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Cruise Leader
Commodore Dave Trowbridge

My whinny ass husband
who was the cruise leader
for the Commodore’s
Mystery Cruise has
managed to sucker me

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California

into writing his article on
how the cruise went even
though I was unable to
attend. This entire article
will be written primarily
from my imagination. I do
know that Déjà Vu Again,
Spare Time, Lew Sea, Toy
Yot, Trows Nest, In His
Time, Bom Vida, Wine
Down, Sea Norita, Sea
Wench, Plan B, Coventina
and Lady I (the usual
suspects) all managed to
ﬁnd their way to Mildred
Island (hƩps://mapcarta.
com/23091544) where the
half circle was successfully
set up.

David, who can’t
necessarily be trusted
to provide me with
accurate information
claimed that everyone
was pleased with this new
set-up. Bill Butler, who
had to cancel at the last
moment, provided David
with a couple of different
drink recipes to try out. I
personally liked the old
tradition of there being
a cruise signature drink.
David practiced the drinks
at home with Pops and me
as his guinea pigs. Funny
thing was this was one of
the only things that didn’t
make Pops nauseous
and he enjoyed them
immensely. According to
David they were a hit with
the rest the group as well.
If this picture of Robert
Gianelli is any indication I
just might be inclined to
believe David on this one.
As for the rest of the
cruise I understand they
were inundated with ﬂying
beasts as is sometimes the
case and 22 people were
mud hens.

p10

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California

The QUIET HAILER

Click on any of the photos above or HERE to see all the Barge Cruise photos! Login required...

p11

The QUIET HAILER

p12

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California

The QUIET HAILER

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California

Ed & Tech Director

LAURA SANS

My last article explained
the “official” raft-up
protocols. Remember
these can be found in
the front of your roster.
So now let’s learn about
the “unofficial” raft-up
protocols.
The early risers can be
found at the coffee club
boat – usually Lew Sea. I
understand that they visit
and sip coffee beginning
around 7:00 am. Notice
this is not the breakfast
club. No, No, No! When
Jack’s stomach growls for
breakfast Elaine is sent to
the galley and everyone is
kicked off the boat. Don’t
take it personally.
Our weekends are ﬁlled
with visiting. This leads
to crossing from boat to
boat to talk to a friend
who is probably at the far
end of the raft up. So it is
helpful to have a clear path
through your boat with
screens and glass open.
You may also want to put
a light on at night to help
keep everyone safe. While
we are on the subject of

visiting. One of the best
parts of this club is the
opportunity to talk to
many different people. You
can stop at any boat and
strike up a conversation –
except for Jack’s breakfast
time. While you are
visiting, it is extremely
inappropriate to laugh
at or taunt those club
members who are required
to attend a meeting during
the weekend. We are a
volunteer club and you
could be the one attending
the meetings in the blink of
an eye.
Floating and swimming
are popular afternoon
activities. Remember to
have a line secured to
your ﬂoat to keep you
nearby despite the current.
Try to stay away from
the boats that may be
running generators in the
afternoon. The Yachtsman
recently reported that a
person was overcome by
electrical current while
swimming near a boat with
a running generator. The
boat had electrical issues
and stray voltage was
going into the water. Our
boats are well-maintained
but it is something we
should keep in mind.
Just as there is a morning
group there is a night owl
group. The location for
this group varies. Music is
often a draw on Plan B or

Mar Paciﬁco. I am always
impressed by the people
who are in the Coffee Club
and the Night Owl group.
Maybe the Night Owl
group can be the ones to
check to be sure that we
have at least some if not all
anchor lights on. We want
to be sure those 3am bass
ﬁshing boats can see us.
Now I know I covered
leaving the raft-up in my
last article, but you need
the “unofficial protocol”
of leaving the raft-up.
Be prepared early. The
announced time for
break-up of the raft is
just a suggestion!! The
time can change due to
wind or current or other
circumstances. Preparing
the boat to depart can
be a lengthy process
with deﬂating ﬂoats and
securing items. If you
take care of these early on
departure day you won’t
be stressed when the 1:00
time suddenly becomes
10:30. I’m not sure that I
have yet been on a cruise
that began departures at
the announced time. We
are all about safety and
adjustments sometimes
need to be made.
Now you know everything
you need to know for your
next raft-up cruise. Okay,
maybe not everything,
but enough to have an
enjoyable weekend.
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September BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS
Roger Kelly

9/11

MATES
Mary Switzer
Michelle Plount

9/1
9/10
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Get your slider on!
In preparation for the 2018 Circle cruise, and forthose who may be on the
fence about participation in the Slider Contest, here are a number of recipes
you might consider. There are dozens and dozens. Pick one by clicking HERE...

Fighting for a Delta with waters that
are ﬁshable, swimmable, drinkable,
and farmable, able to support the
health of the estuary, San Francisco
Bay, and the ocean beyond.
Restore the Delta envisions the SacramentoSan Joaquin Delta as a place where a vibrant
local economy, tourism, recreation, farming,
wildlife, and ﬁsheries thrive as a result of resident efforts to protect our waterway commons.
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