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2018 Cruise Schedule
Date

Cruises & Events

Location

Leader

Crew

Jan 20
Feb 16-18
March 16-18
April 6-8
May 25-28
June 8-10
July 2-4
Aug 3-5
Aug 31-Sep 3
Sep 28-Oct 8
Oct 26-28
Dec 15

Change of Watch
Valentine’s Cruise
St. Patrick’s Day Cruise
Opening Day / Delta
Memorial Day
Hog Island Cruise
Independence Day Cruise
Commodore’s Mystery
Circle Cruise
Bay Cruise
Halloween
Winter Gala

Delta King, Sacramento Trowbridge
Pittsburg YC
Trowbridge
Tower Park
Landcastle
Stockton YC
Kelly
Discovery Bay
Lewis
Hog Island
Palomino
The Bedroom 2
Plount
Mildred Island
Trowbridge
Mildred Island
Trowbridge/Humphrey
San Francisco Bay
Burger
Stockton YC
Miller/Sans
TBD
Shepard

Shepard
Gianelli
Vinyard, Halling
Vinyard
Halling, Trowbridge
Vinyard
Palomino, Landcastle, Vinyard, Burger
Humphrey, Lewis, Landcastle
Kelly, Trowbridge
?

Cruise dates and locations are subject to change. Please visit SRBCNC.org for the latest cruise schedule information

2018 General Meetings (meeting time is 1:00pm unless otherwise noted)
Jan

Delta King, Sac 1/20

May Memorial Day

5/27

Aug Circle Lines

8/25

Oct

Halloween 10/27

2018 Officers & Directors
Commodore ......................Dave Trowbridge
Vice Commodore ................Robert Gianelli
Rear Commodore.....................Craig Burger
Immed. Past Commodore ....... Shelia Kelly
Secretary ..........................Jamie Trowbridge
Treasurer ..............................Kathy Humphrey
Cruises ........................................... Roy Vinyard

Photo Credits - this issue:
Ken Shepard, Elaine Lewis and Sue Vinyard

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California
Attn: Dan Hand, Editor
P.O. Box 722, Isleton, CA 95641-0722
Email: editor@srbcnc.org
The Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California is not associated with
Sea Ray Corporation, a subsidiary of Brunswick Corporation,
any of it’s subsidiaries, holdings, or dealers.
2018 All rights reserved. No duplication without prior authorization.

more online at www.srbcnc.org

Public Relations ................Scott Landcastle
Ed & Tech.........................................Laura Sans
Programs & Meetings..............Ken Shepard
Editor .................................................. Dan Hand
Membership ................................. Sue Vinyard
Web Master..................................... Tom Jones
PICYA Delegate ............. Roy & Sue Vinyard

Have a Sea Ray? Join the fun!...
Sea Ray boat owners are eligible to join. SRBCNC is a cruising
club whose members keep their boats throughout the SF
Bay and Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta with cruises taking
place throughout the delta. Membership information may be
obtained by contacting our Membership Director Sue Vinyard
at vinyardrstt@sbcglobal.net or download an application
from www.srbcnc.org.

Interested in advertising with us?
Rates and information may be obtained by contacting our Public
Relations Director Scott Landcastle at landcastles@hotmail.com.

Have a story to submit?
Newsletter articles should be emailed directly to editor@srbcnc.org.

p3

The QUIET HAILER

p4

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California

more online at www.srbcnc.org

The QUIET HAILER

Sea Ray Boat Club of Northern California

From the Bridge

Commodore DAVE TROWBRIDGE

I would love to be able to
talk about the wonderful
circle cruise but for the
second year in a row I
was unable to attend. I
had planned to go out
on Thursday and help
David get the raft and jet
ski out to the circle and
then come back again
early on Monday to spend
the day and help him
get the raft home. All
those plans went by the
wayside because David
is sometimes not the shit
hot mechanical engineer
he thinks he is, or he
intentionally just tried to
kill me.
So, here’s my sad story.
As I’ve told you before
that after we bought a
house on ﬁve acres, David
informs that he doesn’t

do yard work. I bought a
commercial riding mower
and that’s been my job
which I actually enjoy
doing. I also bought a
large grass catcher to
use on really big front
yard. I was having a lot
of difficulty emptying this
thing because I just didn’t
have the strength. I asked
David to help (he grumble
all the way out the door)
and when he got to the
grass catcher made all
kinds pronouncements
about how stupid the guy
was that engineered this
thing (something about
the angle or some crap
like that). He takes all
kinds of measurements,
spends a few hours on his
computer and then heads
out to the shop where he
bangs and welds his little
heart out. A few days later
his creation is complete,
seems to work well and I
thank him profusely. The
Wednesday just before
the circle I’m happily
mowing and when the
catcher is full I head out to
my dumping ground. In
order to operate Dave’s

invention, I have to stand
on the deck, turn around
and pull on this rope. It’s
still heavy for me so I
need to use both hands
and pull hard. In case you
haven’t guessed by now,
his design failed. I went
ﬂying backwards, my back
landed on the front of the
mower and I cracked my
head on the ground hard
enough to give myself a
whopping headache. I
called David told him he’s
on his own and I spent the
weekend taking copious
amounts of drugs and
icing my back.
David is now on to a new
design that involves air
cylinders and air tanks but
it’s supposed to empty
this thing automatically.
It all sounded really cool
until he got to the part
that there could be some
serious safety issues if I
activated it in the wrong
sequence. Can you
imagine someone hating
cutting grass so much that
they would be willing to
risk the safety of their wife
in order to avoid it?

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
more online at www.srbcnc.org
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From the Wheel

Vice Commodore ROBERT GIANELLI

Side tied and spring lines,
before my ﬁrst cup
Bow lines were dropped,
and anchors ahoy!
The circle is formed, Oh
what a joy!
All sixteen were there, a
number never so slight,
T’was the night before……
T’was the night before
circle, and all thru the delta
Many Gel-coat owners
were a worried, fretting a
lotta
The wind was a whirling,
moving all those about
So loud was mother
nature, no one could hear
them shout
The anchors are a slipping,
this, might have been
heard
Where’s the marker, its’
way off, This is absurd!
As dusk turned to night
Not a ﬁngernail was left for
all those to bite
The winds calmed down
and the boats came to
rest,
So did the bugs, calling
SeaRays there new found
nest.
As the sun arose the next
morn, along come the
others to join up

One comes to wonder,
why all the prior evenings
fright.
The twenty-ﬁfth time that
this has been
A near perfect one, our
Commodore said with a
wide and proud grin!
My hat’s off to Dave
Trowbridge, our
Commodore, who’s
unwillingness to break
tradition, did the math,
and made it so the 25th
anniversary circle would
indeed happen. With only
16 boats, and a platform.
I even believe the
SeaRay gods above
were impressed, for they
blessed all of us perfect
weather through-out the
entire event.
And as tradition has it,
the festivities consisted
of food, fun, music,
ﬂoating and mixing. Slider
contest, who would have
thought that so many
varieties were possible.
AND so many there

were, to be enjoyed by
all. There were a few
“ﬁrsts” this year. Starting
with a Sunday breakfast
for all, hot and fresh
with all the trimmings
and ﬁxings. Served hot
upon the platform and
prepared by the Hand’s,
the Humphrey’s, the
Vinyards, and I believe the
Burgers had their culinary
expertise involved as well.
It amazes me that we can
consume so much food in
a relatively short period of
time. The other ﬁrst this
year was the presentation
of the dingy drive-in
by newcomer DANPIX
Productions with it’s CEO,
producer, writer, director,
editor, sound-checker and
bug getter, Dan Hand!
Dan accepted the roll of
entertainment at large to
replace the “retired” Bruce
Curly. Dan, as busy as he is
with his other habit, work,
it is a wonder how he ﬁnds
the time to put together
not only the Hailer and
police us writers, but to
be able to ﬁnd the time
to assemble the visual
package we all enjoyed
that warm Sunday evening,
under the stars. Thank you,
Dan, for your devotion to
the club.
continued on page 13
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From the Deck

Rear Commodore CRAIG BURGER

I know that this may
be shocking to some
of you, but coming up
with a pertinent and
interesting article for your
consumption each month
can be challenging at
times. A smart women
once said, “…everything
has been written, all that
is left to us are simply
variations on a theme”.
I actually thought this
was going to be a piece
of cake, after all God
knows I like to talk and am
certainly not shy about
sharing my opinions, much
to the chagrin of some of
you, but damn…sometimes
we all get writers block.
It is really interesting
how the mind works
when you are trying to
come up with something
both meaningful
and appropriate to
communicate to an
audience, whether it is
a political rally or the
SRBCNC. As a sales
person/leader for all of my

37 years of employment,
why am I challenged
now? After all, I have
crafted and structured
talks/presentations for
audiences of all shapes
and sizes across the
globe. I am not 100%
sure, but it feels to me like
the rules/expectations/
limits/appropriateness
of our discourse has
fundamentally changed in
the past 18 months.
Truth used to be truth!
Facts used to be facts!
Political correctness was
actually based on what
was correct not what was
expedient. You could say
what was on your mind,
assuming positive intent,
without fear of reprisal
years later for behavior
subsequently deﬁned as
abhorrent in later years/
decades.
This change is both
superﬁcial and
fundamental. We have
always had what I
call the ROE (rules of
engagement), certain
things are ok for polite
conversation, while others
are taboo and/or limited
to select groups with
shared interests/opinions.
We all have friends who
we know we disagree
with about fundamental
things, but we agree as
a matter of convention
not to talk about “sex or

politics”. For most of my
life, these truths were selfevident and, for the most
part, we all were able to
engage in appropriate and
meaningful discourse.
2018 is a very different
world. Truth is ﬂexible and
subject to interpretation!
The news is Fake and the
enemy of the people!
Everything is political/
partisan and subject to
endless scrutiny without
regards to facts or actual
intent.
I have a call to action
for all my friends and
colleagues. Let us take it
as a personal goal to take
the high road;
•

Assume positive intent

•

Listen to both sides of
every argument

•

Make assessments/
decisions based on
discernable Facts

•

Be willing to say
what you believe, do
what you say, while
understanding that the
other side is simply
that, the other side and
not necessary the bad
guys

It is clearly my opinion that
an open dialogue is good
for our collective souls. If
you agree, I look forward
to talking soon.
See you on the water…
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Circle Cruise Leader
Commodore Dave Trowbridge
(with assistance from
Co-Cruise Leader
Ken “Igor” Humphrey)

Well, another year,
another successful Circle
Cruise in the books. The
mad scientist (aka Dave
Trowbridge) came up
with another twist that
made the opening on the
East side with no lines
from boat to boat making
dinghy entry even easier.
Now, with the markers
being dropped by GPS
coordinates, openings
that are held by anchors
and the platform as part
of the Circle, we have an
easier set-up and Circle
assembly.
Thursday started early
with Lee Sea anchored in
Mildred awaiting the rest
of the anchor boats. Trow’s
Nest came next towing
the platform and his Sea
Doo behind it. Plan B was
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there shortly behind and
we started by dropping
markers based on Trow’s
calculated waypoints.
Spare Time showed up at
a perfect time and was
able to drop anchor in his
designated quadrant to
begin the Circle. After we
had all 4 anchor boats set,
Toy yoT arrived to ﬁnish
out Thursday’s attendance.
Believe it or not, all were
down in their cabins by
8:30PM!
Friday morning was
started with pleasant
weather and Wine N Down
arriving followed closely
by In His Time. SeaNorita
& Absolute Therapy came
next then I had to make a
land trip for most of the
day. After I was gone, Dejá
Vu Again, Bon Vida, Lady
I, Emergent and Coventina
arrived. I came back to see
the platform all secured
and everyone was having
a great time.
Saturday morning began
with me replacing water
hoses on my generator
that happened to be
where I don‚Äôt ﬁt, so off
comes the exhaust system
for the starboard engine
along with some supports
to allow access. Thanks to
my assistant Kathy I was
able to complete the task!
While I was having fun,

Mar Paciﬁco and Vanilla
Floats arrived and we
began the task of closing
the Circle. As always,
everyone jumped in to
help make this happen
quickly. Grow announced
the official Circle opening
and the party started!
One casualty was when
‚ÄúHonest Al‚Äù decided
he was 40 again and
jumped onto a swim
platform but ended up
like a gymnast doing
the splits taking him
out of commission for
part of the day. While
Al missed the slider
competition while icing
his ego, everyone else
headed to the platform
where 10 entry‚Äôs into
the competition made
voting tough. First place
went to Dave Bart, Tina’s
brother, with his version
of a brisket slider. Robert
Gianelli took 2nd with
his slider that included
home made pickled
veggies that brought a
nice tang to his entry.
Congrats to both and to
all that participated. This
is why the platform was
created in the ﬁrst place,
to bring people together
rather than conﬁned to
their boats! Of course,
all of this was followed
by many of us ﬂoating in
the Circle on our ﬂoats
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of choice. Sunday started
with the smell of breakfast
wafting across the water.
Kathy Humphrey and Dan
Hand cooked enough
breakfast for a cruise ship
buffet with help from
Shelia Kelly, Bill Butler
and myself. Craig Burger
and Al Torres made vats
of Bloody Marys and we
had a Mimosa station as
well. After everyone was
sufficiently stuffed, some
of the lady‚Äôs stayed
for the next few hours to
devour all of the Mimosas
then search for more while
many of us just ﬂoated,
having conversations and
enjoying each other‚Äôs
company. Wait, who just
pulled up? Welcome Wine
Down who had a karma
experience while hopefully
learning a lesson. If you
are on the water over

Labor Day, it needs to be
in the Circle otherwise
bad things, such as losing
your anchor will happen!
At least they were able to
come join us and tie up to
Lee Sea and enjoy the rest
of the weekend.
Some people had been
asking about a Dinghy
Drive-in. Well, Dan Hand
stepped up and put
together a great video
with aerial footage from
Mike Palomino showing
a nice round circle.
After breaking down the
equipment and seeing
everyone getting settled
in for the evening for
cocktails or just to crash
for the night, I decided
to shake things up a bit
with a full in Mudhen trip
between the raft and Plan
B. Anything to liven up the
party I always say! Sorry

about the big splash to
Dave and Denny Bart!
Monday break-up was
smooth and easy with the
raft, in its new position,
being able to be ﬁrst
out and get all folded up
prior to anyone heading
out. I want to thank Roy
Vinyard, Mike Palomino,
Robert Gianelli, Dan Hand,
Dave Heller, Bill Butler,
Roger Kelly and everyone
else who helped with lines,
boats and anchors. We
can‚Äôt do this without all
of the help you all provide.
A special shout out to
Kathy Humphrey who
seemed to cook for half of
the trip and Mike Palomino
for attempting to eat it all!
Ken Humphrey
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Click on any of the photos above or HERE to see all the Barge Cruise photos! Login required...
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Ed & Tech Director

LAURA SANS
few members to do more
this coming year. We
are a volunteer club. To
volunteer means “to freely
offer to do something”.

Fall is quickly approaching
which means we are
entering the season
of planning our club
leadership and events for
the coming year.
I live with a mathematician
so most topics begin with
numbers in my world. We
have 35 member boats;
only some of which are
considered active or the
usual suspects. Our club
has 14 board positions and
10 to 11 cruise events per
year. So, one could argue
that we need 25 or more
members who are willing
to do more than just show
up for the fun times. My
goal is to encourage a

continued from page 7

A program note, The
Change of Watch is
scheduled for January 5th,
2019 at Peter’s Steakhouse
in beautiful downtown
Isleton California.

The cruise planning
meeting will take place
at the October Cruise to
Stockton Yacht club. The
meeting will be in the
afternoon on Saturday,
October 27th. Even if you
don’t come by boat you
can attend by car.
We had some brave
members, Ian and
Michelle, who took on
the 4th of July cruise and
held it at a new location. I
heard a lot of compliments
and appreciation for that
wonderful event. So I
challenge our members
to be brave and creative.
Come to the planning
meeting with an idea for
a cruise in a new location
or a different theme. It
would be amazing to
have more ideas than we
have months for boating.

More to come in the
coming months.
Closing thoughts for the
month comes from Steve
Perry, former lead singer
of “Journey”

Variety, the absence of
uniformity, sameness
or monotony, could be
something we aspire to
have at our meeting. Jude
and I are already working
on a new and different
June cruise. Put on your
thinking caps. You still
have a month to come up
with a creative idea.
At cruise planning
meetings in the past there
may have been some
peer pressure used to
get people involved. Of
course there were those
that took the approach, “If
I don’t make eye contact
they won’t make me
do anything!” So if you
haven’t volunteered to do
a cruise for a while or ever
maybe this is your year.
Bring your calendar be it
paper or electronic and
let’s ﬁll 2019 with a wide
assortment of creative
cruises.

“I thought I had a pretty
good heart, but a heart
isn’t really complete until
it’s broken”
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SAVE THE DATE!

2019 Change of Watch

Peter’s Steakhouse
203 2nd Street, Isleton, CA 95641
Time, Cost, Schedule of Events
and online signup to come...
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September BIRTHDAYS!
SKIPPERS
Skip Switzer
Cindy Van Nieuburg
Mike Palomino
John Halling

10/2
10/6
10/7
10/12

MATES
Pepper Gillespie

10/30
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